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1. Purpose

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Washington, DC 20314-1000

ER 1110-2-1302

31 March 1994

Engineering and Design
CIVIL WORKS COST ENGINEERING

This Enginwr Re@ation (ER) provides policy,
guidance, and procedures for cost engineering
responsibilities for all Civil Works projects assigned to
the U.S. Army Corps of Enginwrs (USACE).

2. Applicability

This regulation applies to all HQUSACE elements,
major subordinate commands ~SC), districts,
laboratoriw, and field operating activities (FOA) having
civil works responsibility=.

3. References

Referenm are included in Appendix A.

4. Policy

All cost estimates required to support Civil Works
projects will be prepared in accordance with this
regulation.

5. General Definitions

Various acronyms are commody used in this regulation
to describe phases, typ=, and parts of estimates. For
commonality, and to ensure understanding, deftitions
used in this regulation are dacribed in Appendix B.

This remlation superseda ER 1110-2-1300, 18 March
1988; ~M 1110-2~1301, 31 July 1980, and EM 1110-2-
1302, 15 January 1982. Also changes ENG Forms
1738, 1739, 1740, 1741, 1741a, 1741b, and 1741c to
ENG Forms 1738-R, 1739-R, 1740-R> 1741-R,
1741a-R, 1741 b-R and 1741c-R, respwtively.

6. General

The Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of
1986, Public Law 99-662, made numerous changes in
the way potential new projects are funded. It
established a new role for the Federal Government and
the non-Federal sponsors in project planning and the
cost sharing responsibilities for Civil Works projects.
Furthermore, it established guidelines to limit the total
cost of projects.

a. USACE is committed to a greater role of
effective management by increased accountability for
scope, quality, cost, and schedule for each project. An
integral part of this challenge requires that the cost
engineering staff be part of the project team and the
project cost estimate be recognized as a major
management tool for establishing and monitoring costs
from the study phase, through project completion.

b. Cost estimates shall reflect the experience,

judgment, and expertise of the cost engineer, along with
input from the other team members.

7. Civil Works Cost Estimates

a. Cost Engineer. The Cost Enginmr is a

principal member of the project team. The Cost
Engineer is held accountable for a reliable and well
documented construction cost estimate. ‘I’he cost
wtimate, including assumptions and schedule, is a
major tool of project management. The efforts of all
projwt team members will be coordinated to ensure that
sufficient project information, including assumptions, is
made available to the Cost Engineer. The construction
cost wtimate will be prepared to a level of detail
commensurate with the information provided. Project
schedulm shall reflect the Cost Engineer’s requirement
to receive all pertinent design information to complete
the estimate.
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b. Cost atimates. The Cost Engineer will
prepare cost =timatw for the construction features on
all projects from the planning phases through
construction and rehabilitation. Requirements for cost
estima@ at different phase-s of project development are
discussed in Appendix C. In addition, the Cost
Engineer will prepare cost estimates for the
maintenance of faciliti= as requ=td by Operations
Division. The two major types of estimates us+ in
Civil Works construction are the Total Current Working
Estimate (TOTAL CWE) and the Government esti&te.
The tihnical details and procedures for the preparation
of civil works cost estimst= are provided in Appendix
D. The TOTAL CWE consists of all proj=t costs and
will vary as design details are refined at each phase in
projwt development. The Baseline Cost Estimate
(BCE), developed to support the recommended scope
and schedule in the Feasibility Report, is the TOTAL
CWE at this specific point in time. The Government
estimate is an independent construction cost estimate
prepared as if the Government were in competition for
the contract award.

8. Total Current Working Estimate (TOTAl. CWE)

The TOTAL CWE includ= all Federal and authorized
non-Federal costs. It must be developed using the
Microcomputer Aided Cost Engin=ring System
(MCACES) software and formatted in awrdrmce with
the Civil Works Breakdown Structure (cWES). The
CWBS is further described in subsequent paragraphs of
this regulation. The =timate is based upon the level of
design and the project schedule at the time it is
prepared or updated. It is prepared with an identified
price level date and each contract and/or element is then
escalated for inflation according to the schedule. A
narrative is required addrwsing contingency
development, general project assumptions, additional
inv=tigations, quantity variations, and refinements in
design. Spific components and requirements of the
TOTAL CWE are addressed in the following
paragraphs:

a. Lad and damages. Costs will be developed
for all Federal and non-Federal real estate activities
n~sary for implementation of the project after
completion of the feasibility study for land acquisition,
construction, and completion of crediting lands,
easements, right-of-way, relocation, and disposal
(LERRD), mitigation requirements, and other items as
delineated in the CWBS. Lands and damages costs,
including contingencies, will be estimated based on each

,

phase or construction contract. The Proiect Manager
~PM), in coordination with Engineering ‘Division, “till
determine the need for phased construction contracts
and advise the Chief of Real Estate and the Cost
Engineer. The development of lands and damages costs
and contingencies will be the responsibility of Real
Estate Division. The cost estitite for all lands and
damag= activities will be formatted in the CWBS by
Real Estate Division and forwarded to the PM to ensure
all schedules and commitments are fulfilled for project
development. This portion of the cost estimate is then
provided to the bst Engineer for incorporation into the
TOTAL CWE utilizing MCACES.

b. Construction features. Estimated costs will be
developed using MCACES in ~ordance with the
CWBS for all construction featurea associated with each
constmction contract within the total project.
Contingencies will be applied at the appropriate level
within the CWBS where the risks or uncertainties are
identified. Not= supporting the basis for the assigned
contingency will be prepared for related groupings of
elements and included in the cost estimate. Each cost
estimate will be prepared in detail for labor, equipment,
and materials with related productivity to the extent
possible baaed upon the available design detail.
Descriptive statements regarding methods of
construction, material sources and prices, type of
equipment ~uired, access, haul distant=, estimated
production rates, placement procedures, environmental
restrictions, crew sizes and labor rates, dewatering, job
conditions, and other assumptions used in developing
the cost estimate will be included as appropriate in
MCACES as intimate notes. The development and
preparation of the cost @timate for the construction
featurw is the ~ponsibility of the Cost Engineer.
Policy, general information, and handling of the
Government estimte are contained in ER 1110-1-1300,
Cost Enginmtig Policy and General Requirements.

c. Engineering and design. Costs will be
developed for all activitia associated with the planning,
engin=tig, and design effort n-ssry for preparation
of each construction contract and for support during
construction through project completion. This will
include in-house labor based upon work-hour
requirements, material and facility costs, Architect-
Engin=r (A-E) contrach with breakdown of services,
additional studim, travel, overhead, and contingencies.
Costs will be developed in detail for each product in
accordance with the CWBS. All costs for these
activiti= will be developed by the appropriate office,
e.g., Planning, Engin=tig, and Prograrn/Projwt
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Management, and forwarded to the PM to ensure all
schedules and commitments are fulfilled for projwt

development. The PM will provide this portion of the
cost ~timate to the Cost Engineer for inmrporation into

the TOTAL CWE utilizing MCACES.

d. Constru~ion management. Costs will be
developed for all construction management activities

from preaward requirements through final contract
clomut, includtig in-house labor based upon work-
hour requirements, materials, facility costs, support
contracts, travel, overhead, and ~ntingenci~. Costa
will be developed in detail in accordance with the
CWBS. Costs for all construction management
activities till be developed by Construction Division
and forwarded to the PM to ensure that all schedules
and commitments are fulfilled for proj wt development.
The PM will provide this portion of the wtirnate to the
Cost Engin~r for incorporation into the TOTAL CWE
utilizing MCACES.

e. Price escalation for in$ation. Since the
components of each intimate are prepared with an
identified common price level date, inflation factors

must be utilized to adjust pricing to the project schedule
to Mly fund the wtimate. The PM is responsible for
ensuring that this pr~s is complete and the ~tirnate
is escalated for inflation in aardance with the
approved projwt schedule using the total project cost
summary sheets specified in ER 5-7-l (FR), With
inflation added to each major component previously
described, the TOTAL CWE is developed.

9. Government Estimate

The Government estimate is the formal, approved
construction cost estimate prepared to support contract
award. A Government estimate is required for all
contracts, or modifications exceeding $25,000 (FAR
36.203). It is used to evaluate bids or proposals, assist

in negotiations, and serve as a guide in =tablishing a
schedule for partial payments during contract execution.
The Government wtimate is based on tial plans and

specifications. Profit, contingencies, and Government
costs associated with the contract award and execution
are not included in the Government estimate.

Government estimates prepared for contract
modifications will include profit based on the factors as
determined by use of the weighted guidelines.

10. Informal Cost Terms

Terms such as control estimates, study estimates,
alternative or comparability wtimat=, budget estimates,
“scratch” estimates, and projwt @timates are
sometimes used for special purposes such as budget
forecasting; making “rough” estimates based on
sketches at the early stages of proj wt development, or
during con..truction. Normally, the Cost Enginer will
provide cost data appropriate to the situation. These
costs are sometimes basal on historical data and unit
pricm from similar projwts previously constructed.
Terminology, as described above, is presented for
general information, but their use is limited and not
rwognized as formal documentation for contract award
or modifications.

11. Civil Work Breakdown Structure (CWBS)

The CWBS identifies all project products beginning
with the rannaissance phase and continues through

project completion. It provides a standard product
relati format to identif~ all cosk throughout the
project life cycle nec=wry to accomplish the work
required under each Civil Works feature shown in
Table 1. A Cost Enginesr checklist, included in the
MCACES model database as a template, groups these
CWBS products by feature and further expands the
levels of detail as necessary to assist in rwognizing all
the specific work items which may be required. The
TOTAL CWE is then prepared by the Cost Engineer by

incorporating all the feamre costs into a single
document as follows.

a. The construction featur- identified as
02 through 20 in Table 1 are a part of the overall
checklist and provide the standard format for developing
cost estimates associated with each of the instruction
features.

b. The checklist further groups all established
CWBS products for the nonconstruction features into
the appropriate feature categories for Lands and
Damages, Planning, Engineering and Design, and
Obstruction Management. The cost data related to
thm products will be supplied in the checklist (CWBS)
format by the organization having the particular
expertise or responsibility, e.g., Real Estate Division,
Planning Division, Engtieering Division, Construction
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Tabla 1

Feature Codee end Deecriptione

Number Feeture Description

01 Lands and Damagas

02 Relocations

03 Reservoirs

04 Dams

05 Locks

06 Fish and Wildlife Facilities

07 Powar Plant

08 Roads, Railroads, and Bridges

09 Channels and Canals

10 Breakwaters and Seawells

11 Levees and Floodwalls

12 Navigation Ports and Harbors

13 Pumping Plants

14 Recreation Facilities

15 Flood Control and Diversion

Structures

16 Bank Stabilization

17 Beach Replenishment

18 Cultural Resource Preservation

19 Buildings, Grounde, and Utilities

20 Permanent Operating Equipment

21 Reconnaissance Studies

22 Feasibility Studies

30 Planning, Engineeringr end Design

31 Construction Management

Division, Programs/Project Management Division
through the PM to Cost Engineering to emure all
project requirements identified in the Project
Management Plan (PMP) are included.

c. The mst estimate is developed with an
identified prim level &te by cost engineering
incorporating all the construction feature costs
developed by cost engin~ring and the nonconstruction
feature costs obtained through project management.

The structure of the wst estimate permits identification
of costs by feature for each product defined in the
CWBS to the level of detail required by the type of
estimate being prepared.

d. The CWBS further provides an identical
structure for managing and capturing the acturd costs.
With this interrelationship, the cost estimate structure
provida the hierarchy that becomes the library or
storage system for the collection of cost data on each
projwt and is the basis for the development and
maintenance of the cost engin~ring historical database.

12. Contingencies

a. Project cost esti]mtes will be prepared with an
appropriate amount of contingencies, depending on the

level of investigation &ts and design detail available, to
support each stage or mil=tone of project development.
Contingencies repre-sent allowances to cover unknowns,

uncertainties, and/or unanticipated conditions that are
not possible to adequately evaluate from the data on
hand at the time the cost estimate is prepared but must
be represented by a sufficient cost to cover the
identified risks. Contingencies are not a means of
adding costs to the proj~:t for possible schedule
slippage or to cover items which are thought to be a
projmt requirement but are not specifically being
considered in the current scope.

b. contingency allocations are ~ifically relati
to the projwt uncertainties and will not be reduced
without appropriate supporting justification. The
decision to reduce these uncertainties and improve the
cost estimate through additional investigations or
studies, or to prd with the higher cost estimate, is a
management d=ision.

c. At construction contract award, a minimum
contingency allowance of five percent of the contract
amount must be available at the projmt level in
accordance with ER 5-7- l(FR). As a project nears
completion, this contingency allowanw must be reduced
accordingly.

13. Price Level Updatle/Forecast

a. CWCCIS. ‘me Civil Works Construction Cost
Index System (CWCCIS), EM 1110-2-1304, will be
used to update unit prices and various project mst

featura to current price levels. Inflation factors for use
in predicting future costs will be the= developed by the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB). The OMB
factors are published by HQUSACE, Programs Division
(CECW-B), in the Engineer Circular (EC) for the
husl Program and Budget Request for Civil Works
Activitiw.

b. Update of cost eslimates. For projects with
cost estimates more than two yars old without an
update in pricing, special consideration is required. In
thx situationa, it is the responsibility of the Cost
Engineer to perform an appropriate analysis to ensure
that the project estimate is based on the current deign
and schedule. The construction cost -timatm for major
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or unique projects will be repriced using current labor
and material rak. For other projwts, it is acceptable
to use the cost indic= to update the estim8te for
projects that have been inactive for two y~rs. This
dwision should be based on the judgment and
experience of the Cost Engineer.

14. Cost Risk Analysis

Cost risk analysis is the pr=s of identifying and
measuring the cost impact of proj ect uncertainties on
the atimated total project cost. It should be
accomplished as a joint analysis betwwn the Cost
Engineer and the designers or appropriate project team
members that have specific knowledge and expertise on
all possible projat risks.

a. To accomplish this process, it is vital to
identify those areas that significantly contribute to cost
uncertainty. Historically, 80 percent of the cost of a
proj=t is mntained in 20 percent of the ~timated work
elements. The object is to focus on the uncertainti~
associated with the so called 20 percent “critical”
elements. Vanabl= such as quantity, productivity y, and
unit wst, which are related to the critical elements
affecting the cost, should be evaluated to determine
their range of values (lowest and highwt) and
probability for the outcome. Computer programs are
commercially available to perform these tasks.

b. Cost risk analysis provides a graphic display of
the risks associated with the cost estimate and the
probability of having a cost overrun. Cost risk analysis
identifi~ the amount of contingency that must be added
to a cost e,stimate to reduce the uncertainti~ to an
amptable level. It should be noted that the use of cost
risk analysis will not reduce the uncertainties associated
with the project cost =timate or solve the problems of
cost variance due to insufficient investigations or design
data. This process more readily identifies areas in the
study or design where additional effort could rduce the
uncertainties ad provide a more reliable cost estimate.

c. When considerable uncertainties are identified,
cost risk analysis can establish the areas of high cost
uncertainty and the probability that the estimated project
cost will or will not be excded. This givee the
management team an effective additional tool to assist
in the decision making process associated with project
planning and design. It does require additional funds,
time, and effort to develop the cost intimate. The

added benefits obtained should be identified and

compared with the extra cost. The management team
should review the possible use of cost risk analysis
techniques for projects with considerable uncertaintiw.

15. Computer Software for Cost Estimates

MCACES is the required software for the preparation
of Civil Works mst estimates throughout USACE, The
software was developed by Building Systems Design,
hC. , of Atlanta, GA.

a. MCACES has six title levels that support the
CWBS. The goal is to have a hierarchy of titles that
deecribe the type of work and will allow the msta to be
“rolled up” in a uniform manner.

b. This regulation recognizes that there are some
exceptions to the use of the MCACES software
program for certain types of projects which are listed in
the appropriate paragraphs of this re~ation.

16. Project Development

The traditional and most common way for the Corps to
help a wmmunity solve a water r~urce problem is to
conduct a study and, if shown by the study to be
feasible, construct a projwt. This approach uses a six-
step procws and requires that Congress provide the
authority to both study and construct a project. The
pr-s is: A local community perceives or experiences
a water ~ource problem that is beyond its ability to
alleviate or solve alone. The community asks ita
congrmsional delegation for assistance, and Congress
authorizes the Corps to study the identified problem in a
reconnaissance study/report. The Corps studi- the
identified water r~urce problem and reports its
findings in a Feasibility Report. A project may be
recommended for construction if it is feasible and meets
certain requirements. The Feasibility Report is
reviewed at the Washington level by the Corps, the
Assistant Secretary of the Army, Civil Works
(ASA(CW)), and OMB. When approved, the report is
sent to Congress and Congress may authorize the Corps
to construct the proj=t. If authorid, the Corps
designs the project and a Project Cooperation
Agreement (PCA) is signed by the non-Federal projwt
sponsor and the ASA(CW). The project is then built
and turned over to the non-Federal sponsor for ongoing
use, including operation and maintenance.
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a. Close ordination is required between the
Project Manager, Technical Manager, Planning and
Programs ofticw, and the Cost Engineer in managing
the pr~s from the study pk through projwt
completion. The TOTAL CWE evolv= in structure

md detail during the initial study ph=, based on
preliminary de,sign conwpts to tie final d=ign and
mmpleted plans and specifications. It is ~sential to
maintain the Governments credibility that the daign,
award, and contract exwution as a quality product,
leading to completion within ~pe, budget, and
schedule. The sponsor must be kept aware of the
current and forecasted total cost of the project.

b. The PM will coordinate inputs from the
functional elements during formulation of the TOTAL
CWE to ensure interdisciplinary teamwork during
preparation of the total project cost estimate. For
budgetary purposes, the preparation and submission of
the Project Cost Estimate, PB-3, will be the
responsibility of the Programs/Project Management
Division. The Cost Engineer will develop the cost
estimate for the construction features and assemble the
TOTAL CWE.

c. The Chief of Enginmrs furnishes the
ASA(CW), OMB, and Congress with an annual budget
rqu~t. The budget request includes information on
which to base a decision for the appropriation of funds
for individual studies and projwts that make up the
overall Civil Works program. The quirements for
development of the budget request are set forth in the
EC for the Annual Program and Budget Rqu~t for
Civil Works Activitiw issued by HQUSACE, Progmms
Division, CECW-B, which reflects directives and
criteria supplied by ASA(CW) and OMB. Accurate
cost estimating and scheduling is a prerequisite to
dependable prog ramming, and the portrayal of such
information is an important part of the overall budget
submission. The PB-3 is a summary of the features and
aaunts of the total project cost estimate. It provides
basic cost information nec=sary for preparation of
budget requests, project reports, allocation, projwt cost
sharing, and serves as a historical tracking document.
The Detailed Project Schedule (PB-2.a) is prepared for
scheduling, lands and darnag=, engineering and design,
construction, and management activities, determining
funding requirements, and reporting on the disposition
of funds previously made available for each project.

d. As a project progres~ through design and
mnstmction, Schedule and Cost Change Requests
(SACCR) will be ~ly documented with accurate

records maintained by the PM. Cost changes on the
Project Executive Summary (PES) must be supportti
with m approved SACCR justifying the changes.
Where changw affwt the construction features, the Cost
Engineer will provide a revised estimate to the PM for
developing the required SACCR. Cost data pmnted
on a PES must agree with that shown on a PB-3.

e. WRDA 86, Section 902, established a
maximum project cost. Guidance for developing the
maximum project limit is described in ER 1105-2-100
and is the responsibility of the PM,

17. Project Phases

The major phases of project development are briefly
reviewed in the following paragraphs, describing the
-nsibiLities of the Cost Engin~r throughout each
phase, including the appropriate interface with the other
team members. A timeline, denoted “Civil Works
Project Development,” has been developed to indicate
the major steps used in accomplishing a typical Civil
Works project and is attached as Appendix E.

a. Reconnaissance phase.

(1) The purpose of the reconnaissance phase is to
determine Federal interest and whether an identified
problem has a practicable, economically feasible, and
environmentally consistent solution acceptable to a local
sponsor, and if so, whether the sponsor is willing to
cost share in the feasibility phase. The rwomaissance
phase begins when the responsible district obligates
appropriated Federal funds to conduct the study and
ends with either the execution of a Feasibility Cost
Sharing Ag&ment @CSA) or the issuance of the
District Comman der’s report recommending no further
Federal action. The reconnaissance phase is
100 percent Federally tided and is completed within
12 months.

(2) The major documents prepared during the
rmrmaissance phase include the Recomaissance
Report, which d~ribes the r=ults of the study with a
preliminary projwt cost estima% for the proposed
solution, and the FCSA, which includes an Initial
Project Management Plan (IPMP) and describw the
scope, task, cost and schedule, and Federal and non-
Federal r~nsibilities for the feasibility phase.

(3) During the reconnaissanm phase, Planning
Division assesses potential alternatives to determine if

6
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they will function safely, reliably, efficiently, and

economically. The projtit cost estimate is the
responsibility of the Cost Enginmr and will be prepared
to support this effort, for potential solutions.

b. Feasibility phase.

(1) During the fwibility phase, the study team
evaluatw alternative plans to identify the National
Economic Development (NED) plan. The feasibility
study is usually cost shared equally between the non-
Federal sponsor and the Federal Government except for
irdand waterway projects. This phase begins after the
FCSA has &n signed and the District Enginer
receiva both the sponsor funds and the Federal funds
needed to initiate the study. The phase ends when the
ASA(CW), submits the Feasibility Report to the OMB.
After receiving OMB clearance, the ASA(CW) submits
the report to Congress for authorimtion to construct the
recommended project. The Feasibility Report contains
an engineering appendix, which includes the TOTAL
CWE for the NED plan. On occasion the sponsor may
requ’=t a plan different from the NED plan. When this
occurs, the engineering appendix will contain the cost
estimate for both the NED plan and the locally
preferred plan.

(2) Upon completion of a Feasibility Report
recommending tingressional authorization of a project
or a project modification, a PB-3 will be prepared
within 90 calendar days from the issuance of the public
notice by the Division Engineer. The PB-3 will update
the constant dollar projwt cost =tirnate to a 1 October
of the budget year minus one price level. Thereafter,
each PB-3 will be updated annually based upon the
current MCACES developed cost estimate to 1 October
of the budget year minus one price level in accordance
with ER 11-2-240 and the annual program and budget
requ=t EC for Civil Works activities until the project is
financially completed, as long as it remains in the active
category. This effort will assure that all projects which
are recommended for constmction funding in the budget
year have a common cost estimate base. PB-3’s will
normally be prepared by the Programs/Project
Management Division at each district.

c. Planning, engineering, and design phase.

(1) The first stage in this process is the
Prwonstruction Engineering and D=ign @ED) phase
which consists of completing all detailed technical
studi~ and design needed to initiate construction of the
projwt. PED begins after the Division Commander’s

public notice is issued and funds are allocated, and ends
with completion of plans and specifications for the first
construction contract.

(2) The second stage is the completion of all
d=ign for the remaining contracts and the design to
support ongoing construction required during the
construction phase (Engin~ring During Construction).

(3) As the projwt design documents are prepared
and the d=ign is refined, the baseline cost estimate
must be used as a guide in managing the engineering
and design process. The effect of changes to the design
and progrws schdule developed in the feasibility study
must be reflwted in appropriate revisions to the
TOTAL CWE. The BCE that was developed in
MCACES software will be the basis for maintaining the
updated TOTAL CWE.

(4) With the completion of the plans and
specifications, a Government estimate for construction
award is prepared. As engineering and design
continu~ for the remaining plans and specifications for
multicontract projects, the total project cost must be
updated. The update is based on actual contract costs,
completed contracts, design of future contracts, and the
Government ~timate for new contract awards.

(5) Each milestone establishes a more realistic
update on actual expenditure.s and the total estimted
costs required for completing the remaining portions of
the project and provides a management tool for
evaluating the project schedule and authorized costs.

d. Con.rtruction phae.

(1) The construction phase for the project begins
when funds for project authorization are appropriated
for a new construction start, permitting the initial
construction contract award. This phase is considered
complete when the projwt has &n inspwted and
accepted from the contractor.

(2) Changes. All design changes developed in
Engineering Division during construction will be
supported by a cost estimate prepared by cost
engineering using MCACES and formatted in the
CWBS. The Cost Engineer should also be a member of
the negotiating team for major dwign and value
enginwring change orders.

(3) Government estimates for changes,
modifications and claims less than $100,000, that occur
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during construction may be prepared in the field office
and approved by the Administrative Contracting Officer
(ACO). The cost intimate may be prepared in
MCACES or a suitable format (see Appendix F) based
on the experience and judgement of the preparer. The
field offiw must ensure that the selected format follows
the appropriate CWBS for adequate accounting and
tracking of the TOTAL CWE by the PM.

(4) Government intimates for changes,
modifications and claims exceeding $100,000, may also
be prepared by the field office using a suitable format
and the appropriate CWBS as described in paragraph
17d(3) above. In this case the Cost Engineer will be
consulted or involved in the review process and the
final approval of the =timate will be made by the
Chief, Engineering Division or the Chief, Construction
Division (as appropriate). The Government estimate
will be included in the contract modification
documentation and is subjwt to the approval of the
Contracting Officer or ACO. Depending on workload
and availability of personnel, the Cost Engineer will
participate in these negotiations.

(5) When the Government estimate is changed
during or subsequent to conferences or negotiations, the
details of the basis for the revisions or changes in price
shall be fully explained and documented in the price
negotiation memorandum, see FAR 36,203(102).

e. Operation, maintenance, repair, rehabilitation,
ati replacement (OMRR&R) phase.

(1) Guidance. This project phase is managed by
the Operations Division and the following guidance is
applicable to Corps constmcted facilities after
completion of the construction phase. Additional funds
are required to operate, maintain, repair, rehabilitate
and/or replace all completed Corps projects. In some
caae,s, responsibility for this work is assigned to a non-
Federal sponsor via a PCA, while in others this
rqonsibility is retained by the Corps. When retained
by the Corps, this work is divided into two categories,
Major Rehabilitation and all other work, e.g., O&M
General and maintenance dredging.

(2) Major rehabilitation. Major rehabilitation
work is specifically defined in guidance provided by
HQUSACE, Operations Division (CECW-OM-0), for
Major Rehabilitation Evaluation Reports. This work
fali’s into two major categories, (a)
(b) efficiency improvement, which
qualitative and quantitative criteria

reliability and
are subject to
including minimum

vapital outlays. The development of these projects is
based on an Evaluation Report which is similar in
purpose to the Feasibility Reports developed for
“traditional” Civil Works projwts. This similarity
extends to economic justification, the evaluation of
alternative= and identification of a recommended plan.
The study/project is managed using the Corps’ projwt
management system and a technical project team with
Operations Division acting as both team member and
user. In addition, a PMP must be developed to
accompany this report. The report is submitted to
HQUSACE and ASA(CW) where it wmpetes for
available funds with other types of new construction
projects. Cost estimates developed to evaluate
alternative= considered in the report may be
accomplished based on historical data using standard
forms and twhniques. The cost esti~te for the
rwommended plan shall be developed using MCACES
in the detail commensurate with the level of design and
formatted in the CWBS.

(3) Operations and maintenance projects. Projects
not meeting criteria for Major Rehabilitation will be
considered in this general category. These projects
include routine work, the need for which would be
expected to recur. Th* projects are usually
coordinated with Engineering “Division for dwign
development including drawings, specifications, and
cost estimates, The recurring nature of these projects
facilitates the development of a credible database of
historical costs upon which project estimates may be
based. For these projects, which are generally small in
scope and cost, the cost estimate may be developd
using MCACES or the standard estimating forms
described in Appendix F. The MCACES database is
construction oriented and does not contain maintenance
cost data. Recurring routine cost data for a local area
could be developed and added to MCACES. This
would permit ready access to models or assemblies for
developing future estimates. The preparation of the
cost estimate by Cost Engineering is based on project
sire, complexity, and familiarity with the particular type
of work. The Chief, Cost Engineering, in coordination
with the Chief, Operations Division, will determine
responsibility for cost development. A fully
documented cost estimate shall be prepared for all
changes.

18. Cost Estimates for Other Programs

a. ~e continuing authorities progrm (CAP).
The CAP is a group of legislative authorities under
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which the Secretary of the Army is authorized to plan,

design, and construct certain typ= of water resources

improvements without spwific Congr~sional
authorization.

(1) ER 1105-2-100 contains detailed policy and
procedural guidance for the CAP. CAP projects are
subject to statutory Federal cost limitations. All
Federal expenditures for study, design, and construction
of a project are included in the cost limitation.
Therefore, judgment is r~uired when limited funds
preclude the more detailed studies commody
undertaken for projwts which are spmifically
authorized by the bngress. The Division Commander
is delegated certain approval authority under the CAP,
including the technical adequacy of planning documents.

(2) Projwt development for these projects begins
with a one or two-step planning pr~s resulting in a
Detailed Project Report @PR). The two-step process
follows the guidelines for reconnaissance and feasibility
studies while the one-step proc~s combin~ th~

studi~. In both cases, the DPR providm the basis for
making the decision to proceed to plans and

specifications. SW Appendix C for cost estimate
procedures.

b. Dam safery assurance program. The Dam
Safety Assurance Program provides for modification of
dams and related faciliti~ constructed or operated by
the Corps of Engineers which are potential safety
hazards, as defined by changes in hydrologic or seismic
data. See Appendix C for cost estimate procedures.

c. Drdging projecrs. Dredging projects are
considered in two ca~gones. The first, maintenance
dredging, is performed to maintain authoriti project
dimensions and is managed by Operations Division.
me second is new work or improvement dredging
which is performed to construct a newly authorized
project or increase the dimensions of a previously
authoriti projwt and is managed using the COTS’
Projat Management system.

(1) Maintenance dredging. The policies and
procedures for the Corps dredging program are outlined
in ER 1130-2-307. Maintenance dredging provides for
the removal of shoal material from authorid
constructed navigation projects. The maximum
practicable benefits involving the discharge of dredged
or fill material will be in accordance with 33 CFR 209
and 335-338.

(2) New work dredging. New work dredging

projects are processed as regular Civil Works projects
requiring specific Feasibility Reports, PMP and
authorizations as the project develops. Cost estimates

for both maintenance and new work dredging projects
shall be prepared by Cost Engin~ring.

(3) Each MSC and district command that is

involved in the preparation of plans and ~ifications,
cost estimates, and contract management for dredging
projects should promote the development of expertise
related to dredging proc= within the Planning,
Engin&ring, and Construction-Operations functions.
The cost estimates will be prepared by a Cost Engineer
preferably experienced in dredging, in coordination wit
the dredging program manager. Dredge cost estimates
will be developed using the USACE software systems

entitled “Corps of Engineers Dredge Estimating
Program (CEDEP). ” Since many Corps field offi-
have already developed expertise specific to dredging,
technical advim and sssistan~ for project designs and
cost estimates are available through these offices upon
request. Cost estimate summary reports shall be
prepared using MCACES and the current CWBS. The
CEDEP printout containing all detail and back-up &ta
will be retained on file in the District Cost Engineer

Branch. S~ific guidance regarding the preparation of
dredge cost estimates is outlined in Appendix G.

(4) Site visita. Dredging projects often present
Cost Engineers with unique situations. Observing
ongoing operations provide the bmt opportunity for
individuals to gain insight and understanding of the
dredging process. Site visiti, therefore, are mnsidered

extremely important in providing accurate estima-.

(5) Data collection. Cost Engineering Branch will

collect and retain data of on-going projects regarding
mobilization, tiny production, and overall quantity
computations historical data for future projects. Many
ar- are subject to restricted dredging seasons, To
minimize environmental impacts creating scheduling
conflicts, higher costs may occur and must be
considered and documented in the cost =timate.

(6) Special problems. For special cost
engineering dredging problems or wncems, the use of
the Corps’ Regional Dredge Teams are recommended.
These - are composed of cost engineering and
construction-operations personnel most experienced in
dredging and established for the East Coast, West
Coast, Gulf Coast, the Great Lakes, and Mississippi
River and tributaries. The appropriate team is
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convened at the request of the District Engineer. The
chairman of the regional dredge tams shall be
appointed by HQUSACE, Chief, Cost Engineering
Branch, CECW-EC, and Chief, Operations Branch,
CECW-OM, and is responsible to ensure that the teams
are maintained with competent cost engineering and
construction-operations personnel md that requests for
assistance are promptly fulfilled, The regional dredge

teams are designed to provide assistance to all districts
in the evaluation of bid protests, mistakes in bids, or
any unique issum that may be required to validate the
estimate for the Government. Further, the teams are
available to support districts that seldom do large
dredging contracts and therefore may have little
expertise or historical cost data that is needed to prepare
accurate planning estimates andlor Government
estimates for contract award. The teams’ role in all
cases is to act in an advisory capacity with the
requesting district having the responsibility and
authority to tie all final decisions. A list of the
regional geographical areas and office of the chai~
is designated in Appendix H.

d. Beach jill and nourishment. To provide

adequate protection from coastal storm damage, projects
are undertaken to restore beach shorelines. These
projects are grouped as either initial construction or
periodic nourishment.

(1) Initial construction projects are considered as
new Civil Works projects that must be specifically
authoriti and budgeted for construction.

(2) Periodic nourishment projwts are considered
conthued construction. Cost estimates for both of these
groups must be prepared in the same manner as for
other construction projects.

(3) Beach nourishment, when performed as an
adjunct to a dredging project for the disposal of dredged
material, will be considered a feature of the dredging
project. The above guidance provided for preparing
dredge estimates shall apply.

e. Emergenq work. On occasion, emergencies
occur, whereby the Cost Engineer may be requested to
prepare estimates for natural disasters, e.g., floods.
Cost estimates will be prepared based on conditions and
circumstances at the site of the emergency.

19. Preparation and Approval of Baseline Cost
Estimate

The TOTAL CWE, that is developed to support the
r=ommended scope and schedule in the Feasibility
Report is defined as the projmt BCE. Corporate
support is nwessary to ensure that ody the costs
defined in the approval BCE are used in upward
reporting. The following procedure establishes the
guidelines for developmf~nt and approval of the BCE:

a. The constant dollar cost estimate covering all
project features including 01-Lands and Damagw,
30-P1anning, Engineering and Design, and 31-
Construction Management must be prepared with en
identified price level date. Cost engineering is
responsible for preparation of the detailed estimate for
all construction fatures and for incorporation of the
cost for lands md dama~;es, planning, engineering and
design, and construction management provided through
the PM. All cost data obtained by the PM for

incorporation into the estimate by cost engineering must
be in accordance with the established CWBS format and

approved by the responsible functional chief, e.g.,

Chief of Real Estate Division for lands and damag~
costs, prior to completion of the cost estimate by cost
engineering. Approval wd signature by the Chief, Cosl
Engin=ring Branch, affirms that the construction
feature costs are wrrect and that the backup data for tht
nonconstruction features (O1, 30, and 31) support thm
feature costs.

b. The PM will enswre that the cost estimate is
fully funded, based upon the projwt schedule developed
in the Feasibility Report. The signature by the PM
recommending approval of the BCE acknowledges that
the inflation factors and current schedule used were
accurate in developing the fully funded project cost
estimate. Upon review and endorsement by the District
Project Review Board (PRB), the BCE is forwardd to
the Division for review and approval by the Chief, Cost
Engin*ring, the Chief, Programs and Project
Management and by the Division PRB. Upon the
release of the Division Engin=r’s public notice, the
BCE becomes fixed in price. A copy of the final
approved BCE with comments, if applicable, must be
returned to the District Cost Engineering Branch.
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c. The approval BCE, within the Engineering
Appendix of the Feasibility Report, will be forwarded

to HQUSACE. The submission to HQUSACE will
include, as a minimum, the MCACES sumrruIry sheets
for dirwt costs, indirwt costs, and owner costs to the
subfeature level, and a total projwt cost summary
following the format in ER 5-7-l(FR) that addres~
inflation through project completion. It must contain a
narrative that discusses cost relationships and
xsumptions made, bwed on the level of design,
quantity issues and unknowns, and identified risks or
uncertainties used in the development of contingencies.
In addition, the submission to the Washington Level
Review Center (WLRC) must also include a floppy disk
containing the complete estimate ad all associati data
bases.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

8 Appendices
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App D - Procedures for Preparation of

Cost Estimates
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WILLIAM D. BROWN

Colonel, Corps of Engineers

Chief of Staff
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APPENDIX A

REFERENCES

Public Law No. 99-662 (H.R.6)
The Water Resources Development Act of 1986

Title 33 U.S.C. Section 622

Title 33 U.S.C. Section 624

33 CFR Parts 209 and 335-338
Operations and Maintenance Regulations for Activities
Involving the Discharge of Dredged or Fill Material in
Waters of the United Stat= and Ocean Waters

Davis-Bacon Act

FAR, Subpart 15.8
Price Negotiation

FAR, Subpart 15.9
Profit

FAR, Subpart 36
Construction and Architect-Engin=r Contracts

DFAR, Subpart 215.8
Price Negotiation

DFAR, Subpart 215.9
Profit

EFAR, Subpart 1.602
Contracting Officers

EFAR, Subpart 15.9
Profit

EFAR, Subpart 36
Construction and Architect-Engin=r Contracts

ER 5-7-l(FR)
Project Management

ER 11-2-240
Civil Works Activities, Construction and Design

ER 1105-2-100
Guidance for Conducting Civil Works Planning Studies

ER 1110-2-1150
Engineering after Feasibility Studies

ER 1125-2-304
Plant Inspection, Maintenance, Operation and Repair

ER 1130-2-307
Drdging Policies and Practices

EM 1110-2-1304
Civil Works Constmction Cost Index System
(CWCCIS)

EP 415-1-2

Modification and Claim Guide

EP 1110-1-8
Construction Equipment tiership and Operating
Expense Schedule

EC 11-2-XXX
Annual Program and Budget Request for Civil Works
Activities, available from CECW-B

ER 1110-1-1300
Cost Engineering Policy and General Requirements
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APPENDIX B
ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

ACO
A-E
AFAR

ASA(CW)

BCE
BCO

CAP
CECW-B

CECW-OM

CEDEP

CFR
CWBS
CWCCIS

CWE

DFAR

DM
DPR
EC
E&D
EDC

EFAR

EM
EP
ER
FAR
FCSA
FOA
FOUO

Administrative Contracting Officer
Architect-Engineer
Army Federal Acquisition
Regulation
Assistant Secretary of the Army
(Civil Works)
Baseline Cost Estimate
Biddability, Constructability, and
Operability
Continuing Authorities Program
Headquarters, Civil Works Programs
Division
Headquarters, Civil Works Opera-
tions Division
Corps of Engineers Dredge Estimat-
ing Program
Code of Federal Regulations
Civil Works Breakdown Stmcture
Civil Works Construction Cost Index
System
Current Working Estimate for Civil
Works (See TOTAL CWE)
Defense Federal Acquisition
Regulation
Design Memorandum
Detailed Project Report
Enginwr Circular
Engineering and Design
Engineering dutig Construction
Engineer Federal Acquisition
Regulation
Enginmr Manual
Engineer Pamphlet
Engineer Regulation
Federal Acquisition Regulation
Feasibility Cost Sharing Agreement
Field Operating Activity
For Official Use Only

FULLY FUNDED This term is used to ~dicate that the
costs presented include allowances
for cost growth due to inflation
through project completion. Certain
estimates by deftition include cost
growth and are considerd filly
funded.

HQUSACE Headquarters, U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers
IFB “ Invitation for Bid (Sealed Bidding)
IPMP Initial Project Management Plan

LERRD

MCACES

MSC
NED
OMB
O&M
OMRR&R

PB-2a
PB-3
PCA
PED

PES
P&s
PM
PMP
PRB
PRISM

RFP

SAA
SACCR
TOTAL CWE

USACE
VE
WLRC
WRDA
UPB
U.s.c.

Land, Easement, Right-of-way,
Relocation and Disposal
Microcomputer Aided Cost
Engineering System
Major Subordinate Command
National Economic Development
Office of Management and Budget
Operation and Maintenance
Operation, Maintenance, Repair,
Rehabilitation and Replacement
Detailed Project Schedule
Project Cost Estimate
Project Cooperation Agreement
Preconstruction Engineering and
Design
Project Executive Summary
Plans and Specifications
Project Manager
Projwt Management Plan
Projwt Review Board
Project Resources Information
System for Management
Request for Proposal (Negotiati
Proposal)
Surety Association of America
Schedule and Cost Change Request
Total Current Working Estimate (for
Civil Works). A term used to indi-
cate all Federal and non-Federal
costs, LERRD, construction fea-
tures, E&D, construction manage-
ment, mntingencies, and inflation
through project completion.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Value Engineering

Washington hvel Review Center
Water R~ources Development Act
Unit Price Book
United States Code
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APPENDIX C
TYPES OF COST ESTIMATES

1. Introduction

a. This appendix provides guidance in establishing
the components of the various types of cost estimates
prepared for Civil Works projects assigned to the
USACE.

b. Virtually every study, project, or activity
funded under the Civil Works program requir~ a cost
estimate. The cost intimate is an essential tool that
servea as a foundation in acmmplishing management
objective-s, budgetary submissions, and economic

analysis. In a typical project life, cost wtimates may be
divided into the following categories:

(1) Estimates for reconnaissance reports.

(2) Estimates for Feasibility Reports.

(3) Estimates during engineering and design.

(4) Government estimates.

(5) Estimates for contract modifications.

c. The Cost Engineer may also be required to
prepare cost estimat= for special purpos~ such as
continuing project management and budgetary
submissions; Spwial Programs such as CAP, Dam
Safety Assurance Program, and OMRR&R. The

procedures outlined herein are applicable to the wide
variety of projects encompassed in the Civil Works

program of USACE.

d. Preparation of all cost estimates is the
responsibility of Cost Engin~ring. The preparation or
review of cost estimates will be assigned to an
experienced Cost Engineer. Cost Engineering should
receive full support from all other elements in the
district or MSC in terms of

(1) Visualizing all features involved in complex
projects.

(2) Recognizing from the start, planning,
engineering, design, construction, and operating
requirements to be met in the evolution of such works.

(3) Applying the total quality management concept
in the biddability, constructibility, and operability
(BCO) review process from the preliminary design
stage through completion of construction of a projwt.

(4) Dete rmining as accurately as possible the
quantities to be used in the cost estimating process.

2. Estimates for the Reconnaissance Phase

a. The preliminary cost estimates prepared by the
Cost Engineer, in constant dollars, during the
reconnaissance phase are based on the probable type
and sim of the projwt and will include the construction
feature,s, lands and damages, relocations, environmental
compliance and rquired mitigation, enginwring and
design, construction management, and contingencies,
The assignment of contingencies is very important at
the reconnaissance stage of projwt study.

Contingencies are n~sary to assure that unforeseen
items of work or level of detail found later to be n~ed
will not jeopardi~ the project recommended in the
Reconnaissance Study Report as one worthy of
progressing to the feasibility phase.

b. Design detail will be limited at this stage of
project development. The cost estimating method used
must =tablish reasonable costs sufficient to support a
planning evaluation process for determining whether a
study should proceed into the feasibility phase.

Alternative plans may need to ,be considered before an
acceptable plan is selected. Good judgement and
experience of the estimating team is needed and
required for preparing estimatw in a method and format
suitable for comparing the various alternatives studied.

c. Once it has b=n determined that a Federal
interest is appropriate, a method of development and
format must be determined. A cost estimate for the
selected plan will be prepared using MCACES
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sotiare in the CWBS format to a level of detail
nmsary to support the preliminary scope.

d. The Recomaissance Report will contain the
cost estimate and will include:

(1) Total Project Cost Summary (ER 5-7-l).

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

Title Page.

Table of Contents.

Narrative.

Project Owner Cost Summary reported at all
levels down to the subfeature level.

e. Cost estimates for the recomaissance phase
may be developed using quotes, calculations, unit
pri-, or historical data as backup. The Planning,
Engineering, and Design Feature and the Construction
Management Feature are obtained through the PM and
may be a percentage based upon historical cost data.
The costs for the Lands and Damages Feature are
obtai.nd through the PM from the Real Estate Office.
All details used in developing the cost =tiwte will be
kept in a file in Cost Engineering. These details will be
made available upon request to reviewing officials.

3. Estimates for the Feasibility Phase

a. Comparative cost estimates of the viable
alternatives used in selecting the NED plan must be
prepared in the CWBS format to at least the subfeature
level. A screening process may be used in the
feasibility phase to review all the initial alternatives.
Different levels of cost estimating detail may be
appropriate at each level of screening. Typically, this
scr~ning procws will narrow the number of
alternatives to a final list, i.e., two to five viable
alternatives for a more detailed assessment. Historical
bid cost &ta, experience, andlor unit prices adjusted to
expected project conditions are acceptable methods of
developing project costs for these alternatives. The cost
estimate for each viable alternative will include
appropriate comments describing the method of
construction, assumptions used in developing the
=tiruate, and the tihnical/design data available. For
the rammended plan (normally the NED plan),
sufficient engineering and design are performed to
retine the projwt features and develop a general d=ign
memorandum and construction schedule.

b. me cost estimate for method of development
and format supporting the NED plan will be prepared
using the MCACES software and the established CWBS
to at least the subfeature level of detail. In general, the
unit costs for the construction features will then be
computed by estimating the equipment, labor, material,
and production rates suitable for the projwt being
developed. This estimate, developed with a specific

price level date, must then be escalated for inflation
(filly finded) through projwt completion. In most
c-, this can be accomplished by escalation to the
midpoint of construction. This TOTAL CWE which
supports the projat scope and schedule developed in
the Feasibility Report, is defined as the “Baseline Cost
Estimate” (BCE) and its value becomes fixed when the
public notice is issued by the MSC, When the non-
Federal sponsor rqu=ts a plan different from the NED
plan, cost estimates for both the NED plan and the
“locally preferred” plan will be prepared using
MCACES as described for inclusion in the Feasibility
Report.

c. The Engineering Appendix of the Feasibility
Report will contain the MCACES cost estimate
developed by the Cost Engineer and will includti

(1) The Total Projwt Cost Summary (ER 5-7-l).

(2) Title Page.

(3) Table of Contents,

(4) Narrative.

(5) Summary Sh=ts for Owner, Indirect and Direct
Costs reported at all levels down to the Subfeature
Level.

(6) A floppy disk containing the complete
MCACES project cost estimate and associated databases
for the WLRC submission only.

4. Estimates During Engineering and Design

a. Engineering ~d design is performed during the
early phases of project development and during
construction. First, there is engineering during the
preconstmction engineering and design phase during
which all detailed technical studies and design needed to
begin construction of the projwt are mmpleted, e.g.,
award of the first construction contract. After initial
contract award, engineering continues and includw the
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completion of all design for the remaining contracts and
the design to support ongoing construction required
during the construction period.

b. Project cost estimates during PED are primarily

revisions to the TOTAL CWE due to refinements or
changes in the design and/or progress schedule
developed in the fwibility study. As the project is
develop,d and the design is refined, the BCE must be
used as a guide in managing the enginwring and design
pr~s. A cost estimate (TOTAL CWE) must be
prepared and included as a part of any required Project
Design Memorandum, Feature Design Memorandum,

Reevaluation Report, and/or Postauthorization Change
Report. The cost estimate documentation required for
any of these project submissions requiring HQUSACE
or higher approval will be the same as discussed above
for estimates for the feasibility phase.

c. After award of the first contract and
construction of the project has begun, projwt cost
=timatm during construction again primarily kome
revisions to the TOTAL, CWE as the design and/or
progress schedule continues to become more refined.
Cost estimates (TOTAL CWE) must be prepared and

included as a part of each Feature Design Memorandum
and/or any nwessary Reevaluation Report or
Postauthorization Change Report required to support the

project during this phase. The cost estimate
documentation required for any of these project
submissions rquiring HQUSACE or higher approval
will be the same as discussed above for estimates for
the feasibility phase.

d. As project cost estimates for plans and
s~ifications for each contract are finali~, the
TOTAL CWE is updated to reflwt the changes or
refinements in quantiti~, design parameters, and/or

schedule relating to the overall project. When each
contract is awarded, the TOTAL CWE will be updated
to reflect the actual wntract amount.

e. During constmction, changes occur which
affect estimates supporting construction and these must
be incorporated into the contract. All dmign changes
developed in Engineering Division during construction
will be supported by a cost estimate prepared by Cost
Engineering in MCACES and the appropriate CWBS.
All other changes, modifications, and claims that occur
during construction will have estimates as dmcribed in
this appendix.

5. Government Estimates for Contract Award

a. A Government estimate is required for award
of each construction contract in excess of $25,00CI
(FAR/EFAR) baaed upon a defind set of plans and
specifications that represent the cost of performing the
work within the time allocated by determining g the
nwessary labor, equipment, and materials. This may
be accomplished through adjustments or additions to the
appropriate detail levels in the originally prepared BCE.

The bid schdule should be stmctured for the spwific
contract in coordination with the Cost Engineer. Each
bid item on the bid schedule must be identified by the
appropriate CWBS that will allow tracking of the total

project cost. The Government estimate required for
either Sealed Bidding, Invitation for Bid (IFB), or
Contracting by Negotiation, Reque-st for Proposal
(RFP), will be prepared by the Cost Engineer using the
MCACES software. The Cost Engineer will participate
in all negotiated contracts including, but not limited to,
Small Business and Small Business Section 8(a), Service
and Supplies, and/or cost plus contracts.

b. The Government estimate of fair and reasonable
cost for a well-equipped contractor to complete a Civil
Works construction contract is referred to as the

“Government estimate. ” The procedures outlined in
this appendix will result in uniformity and accuracy in

the Government estimates and will protwt the
Government against excasive cost for contract work.

To be effective, the Government estimate must be
defendable in case of protests by bidders.

c. Government estimates shall be designated “For
Official Use Ordy” until after bid opening and will
consist of the following:

(1) Title Page

(2) Signature Page

(3) Bid Schedule

d. Title 33 U.S.C. Section 624 provides that
projects for river and harbor improvement shall be
performed by private contract if the contract price is
less than 2S percent in exwss of the estimated
comparable cost of doing the work by Government
plant or less than 25 percent in excess of a fair and
rwsonable estimated cost of a well-equipped contractor
doing the work. The legistrative history indicates the
Govem-ment estimate shall not include profit. Title 33
U.S. C. Section 622 provides that the Secretary of the
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Army shall, by contract or otherwise, carry out such
work in the manner most economical and advantagmus
to the Government.

e. Directiva. Those rqonsible for the
preparation of wtimatea should be thoroughly familiar
with the rquirementa of the FAR, DFAR, AFAR,
EFAR, and the appropriate ER’s.

$ Approvak. Government estimates for contracts
excding $25,000 shall be approved by the Chief,
Engineering Division or the Contracting Officers
appointed designee. The Government estimate will be
included in the contract documentation and is subjmt to
the final approval of the Contracting Off:cer (EFAR

1.602).

6. Estimates for Contract Modifications and
Other Negotiated Procurement

a. FAR/EFARS require an independently prepared
Government estimate for modifications in excess of

$25,000. Normally estimates are not required for
changes less than $25,000, but are required by the
Contracting Officer for unilateral modifications.
Further, for contract modifications, the amount refers to
the sum of the absolute value of increases and
dwreases. For example, a modification containing an
inc~ of $16,000 and dwreaae of $10,000 has an
absolute value of $26,000, and a Government estimate
would be required.

b. The Cost Engineer should bwome familiar with
the modification and claim processes as presented in

EP 415-1-2, “Modification and Claim Guide. ” This
reference contains discussion and regulatory
requirements which will enhance the understanding of
the estimating process for modifications.

c. For all negotiated procurement, including
contract modifications, award requires the Government
estimate to equal or exceed the negotiated price; or in
the case of reductions, the negotiated credit is equal to
or excds the Government estimate. A complete
narrative justifying the cost changed from the original
Government wtimate will be included in the revised
Government estimate. This requirement does not apply
to contract awards by sealed bidding.

d. A request for preparation for ~timating is
generally received along with the revised contract
documents and a description of the change. The Cost

Engineer has several important tasks to perform prior to
actually prepating the estimate. Some important
activities include (S- Appendix D, paragraph 2 for
specific requirements for preparation of the original
Government estimate):

(1) Reviewing the documents received and
becoming thoroughly familiar with the scope and
requirements of the changed work. This will perhaps
entail a comparison and analysis and di~ussions with
the designer or field office, to ensure common
‘understanding of the scope of work. The Cost Engineer
must assure that the proposed modification is clearly
defined with regard to slwified work requirements,
proposed measurement, and payment.

(2) Determining the status of construction and the
effect the changed work will impact the construction
schdule. This will require obtaining progress reporta,

schedules, and discussion with the field office
r=ponsible for the construction. For major or complex
changes, a visit to the construction site is required.

(3) Becoming fully aware of the contractor’s
existing methods, capabilities, and rates of
accomplishment. The estimate should not arbitrarily

include methods and capabilities different from the
method in which the contractor is performing the
ongoing work. The Cost Engineer should base the
change on existing contmctor operations for similar
work. When work is anticipated to be subcontract,
the estimate should be prepared to include subcontractor
costs.

(4) Obtaining current labor rates for the work force

and work actually ongoing. These rates are usually
available from labor reports or from the contractor upon
request. Suppliers for mterials should be contacted for
quotes. The price which the contractor is expected to
pay should be the basis for estimating material costs. A
list of equipment on the job should be obtained and
equipment rates be determined.

(5) Atkmpting, through the negotiator, to
coordinate with the contractor to agree on scope of
work and format prior to preparation of the
Government estimate. This discussion will assist both
the Government and contractor at reaching a mutually
accepted scope of work to eliminate unnwessary effort
for both parties during negotiations.

e. The estimate can be prepared once all the
information has bn collected and analyzed, and the
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Cost Engineer decides upon the format to present the
change. It is important to have a prior agrement and
discussion aa previously indicated with the contractor.
Generally, sucwssful negotiations depend on agrwment
in scope of work and a detailed estimate supported by
accurate cost data for all elements. General guidance
for the maculation of direct costs are noted as follows:

(1) For additional work, items and format should
be priced similar to a new contract as per formal by the
known contractor. All new work should be priced at
the rat= anticipated to be in effwt at the time the work
will be performed.

(2) For changed work, a separate quantity takeoff
for each item directly affwted will be required for both
before and after the change. Each item should be
priced at the rates which would be in effect at the
scheduled time of accomplishment. Typically, each

item of changed original work is priced, and each
comparable item of revised work is priced at the
applicable rates. The net cost (or credit) would be
obtained by subtracting the total of the original work
from the total of the revised work. It is important that
the Cost Engineer maintaks a comparable scope of
work for both =timates. When an item of work will be
performed as originally specified, except for a revision
in quantity, the net quantity may be estimated directly
for that item.

(3) For deleted work, the item and format should
be priced similar to a new procurement as performed by
the current contractor. Rates in effect at the time the
work would have occurred should be utilid. In
addition to the direct cost of the work, overhead, profit,
and bond costs should be included for credit on the
deleted work.

(4) Impact related costs, if applicable, should be
clearly described and included as a part of each cost
estimate.

(5) The cost estimate for a modification should be
prepared in as much detail as required to clearly cost
the change for negotiations. In many instances, even
more detail is required to negotiate the low-t
reasonable price. The =timate shodd, however, be
modified to reflect a negotiated procurement in lieu of
an advertiswI procurement. It should include a general
su~ry sh=t relating the major categori= of cost of
the modification, both for increases and d=reases.

Revised construction drawings and specifications are
included in the modification supporting documents.

When the Cost Enginwr prepares the estimate, the
effort should be the same as the contractor acting
prudently under the given conditions. The results will
generally provide an accurate estimate which can be
utilized as a firm basis for negotiation. The
Government estimate should not rely on past
generalized rates and settlements unless actually
appropriate to the specific modification under
consideration.

(6) The estimate should be basal on the data
actually collected and experienced from the project.
Time motion studies are important, and periodic field
visits and log records can provide this data. Previous
modifications can also provide valuable data. Valuable
cost data is often available from past audit reports on
other modifications. With the assistance of the auditor,

many costs can be readily obtained and may be directly
applicable to the present modification. The Cost
Engineer must exercise judgment in the use of audit
information from a specific report which may not be
released to the Government personnel or other
contractors.

(7) In addition to the preparation of an a=urate
cost estimate, it must be prepared in a timely manner.
Procurement r~uirements stress the importance of
settlement prior to commencing the work. Therefore,
the Cost Engineer should immediately proceed to obtain
the n=~sary data for the modification and notify the
appropriate authoritiw of the earliest date that the
estimate can be completed. It is generally understood
that the larger and more complex the change, the longer
the time requirement for the initial preparation of a
accurate cost estimate.

f. When a modification is initiated, the settlement
of that modification includes not only the cost and time
change of the work dirwtly affwted but also the cost
and time impact on the unchanged work. The impact
portion of a modification is very important to be
atimated accurately. The scope of impact may be
broad and susceptible to a large variety of situations.
The following discussion will provide guidance and
understanding of impact cost wnsiderationa.

(1) Generally, the greatest portion of impact costs
results from acceleration and/or delays due to changes.
When delays due to a change can be minimid, impact
costs are reduced. Impact costs are normally
determined on a case-by-case basis for each particular

situation. The determinations have been based on
interpretation of the Contract General Provision
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Clauw; and on Board of Contract Appeals and court
decisions.

(2) Impact costs are generally presented by the

contractor as part of the proposal. The existing
construction schedule furnished by the contractor must
be analyzed to determine the actual construction and the
extent of the impact at the time of the change. The
modification work must be superimposed upon the
original schedule in such a position to determine and
minimize the delay. The revised plan must then be
thorougMy reviewed relative to the existing job plan.
~is comparative review should indicate those areas
which have been affected by the modification

(3) Once the extent of impact has been determined,
each wst claimed must be cl~sified as either factual or
judgmental. The actual costs are those which are fixed
and wtablished and can be determined directly from
r-rds. ‘1’heae include rental agreements, wage rate
agreements and purchase orders. Once the item has
been determined valid as a factual impact, the item cost
may be dir=tly calculated. The amount of cost change
is stated on the certified document or can be determined
from the .sch@uled time change of the construction
progress plan. Judgmental costs are those which are
dependent on variable factors such as performance,
efficiency, or methodology and cannot be stated
factually prior to actual aamplishment. These must
be negotiated and based upon experienced judgments.
In actual practice, most factual costs are based to
varying degr- upon judgment.

(4) The @tirnate of impact should be prepared for

each activity affecting the change. In some cases, the
impact items are typically so interrelated that it is often
kt to develop a detailed plan for accomplishing the
remaining work. Each item in this plan would be
estimated at the productivity and rate in effect at the
time the work is to be accomplished. The same items

of work under the original plan would also be estimated
at the productivity and rate in effect at the originally
scheduled time. The comparison of the th- two
estima~ yielda the cost of impact. Impact costs
determined to be valid must be estimated by the most
accurate method available and included in the
modification.

g. The following impact factors or conditions play
a recurring role in determining impact costs. Each
modification must be evaluated separately and impact
costs considered specially for the implications of the
particular change.

(1) Impact costs are considered factual, and they
include escalation of material prices, escalation of labor
wage ratw, and change in equipment rates.

(2) Impact costs considered judgmental include
change of efficiency rwulting from rescheduling; loss of
labor efficiency resulting from long hours; loss of
efficiency caused by disruption of the orderly existing
proces= and procedures; inefficiency from tearing out
completed work and the associated lowering of morale;
loss of efficiency during rescheduling of manpoweq
inefficiency incurred from resubmittal of shop
drawings, sample materials, etc., and additional costs
ralting from inability to transfer manpower expertise
to other work.

(3) Impact costs considered factual but based on
judgmental decisions include increase from extending
the storage period for materials and equipment; increase
from extending the contract for labor cost and
subsistence; increase from a longer period of equipment
rentals and/or use; increase from a longer period of
using overhead peraomel, materials, and utilitim;
increase from a longer period of providing overhead
and project office services.

(4) Impact costs should ordy be included by
detailed itemization and ody after having been found to
be valid.

h. Support for negotiations includes the following
items:

(1) Before participating as part of a negotiating
team, the Cost Engineer must bwome thoroughly
familiar with negotiating requirements and twhniques.
The expertise and support of the Cost Engineer can be
very beneficial in major and complex changes.

(2) The contractor’s proposal should be reviewed
by the Cost Engineer. Many of the cos@ that are
praented in the contractor’s proposal breakdown must
be reviewed for allowability. Of those cosk found
allowable, each item must further be reviewed for
applicability for that portion relevant to the particular
change. The auditor has primary responsibility for this
determination and should advise the negotiation team
accordingly. For those cases where the auditor is not
directly involved, the negotiation team must base their
decisions on regulatory guidance and the best expertise
available. In accomplishing the review of the proposal,
the Cost Engineer should remain constantly aware of
the contractor’s profit motivation. The Government
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must consider all reasonable
incurred by the contractor.

costs anticipated to be

i. Cost breakdow figures in the Government
estimate may be revealed ordy to the extent determined
nw=sary by the negotiator to settle disputed items of
work. On occasion, important information has bn
revealed through negligence by allowing the estimate to
lay open upon the negotiation table. The. “For Official
Use Only” designation shall be removed after issuance
of a signed modification.

j. Revision of the Government =timate may be
necessary as a result of an error, changed conditions, or
additional information. The district or MSC should
assure that the appropriate responsibility for modifying
the Government estimate is delegated to the appropriate
authority. Government estimates for modifications may
be revised when necessary either by supplementary
sheets or by actually changing the contents of the
original estimate pagea. The method used will be
determined by the extent of the revision and the format
utilid. AII revisions to the estimate must be clearly
indicated, dated, justified, and approved by the
appropriate authorities. A copy of each estimate that

has been approved should be included in the official
modification file along with the details and
circumstances causing the revisions.

k. Directives. Those responsible for the
preparation of cost estimates for contract modifimtions
should be thoroughly familiar with the requirements set
forth in FAR, DFAR, AFAR, EFAR and the
appropriate ER’s.

1. ApprovaLr. Government estimates for contract
actions less than $100,000 that occur during
construction shall be approved by the ACO or appointed
designee. For other contract actions including those
exceeding $100,000, the approval of the estimate shall
be the Chief, Engin=ring Division or the Chief,
Construction Division (as appropriate); or the
Contracting Officers appointed designee. When the
Government estimate is changed during or subsequent
to conferenc= or negotiations, the details of the basis
for the revision or changes in price shall be fully
explained and documented in the price negotiation
memorandum, s FAR 36.203(102). The Government
estimate will be included in the contract documentation
and is subject to the final approval of the Contracting
Officer or ACO.

7. Estimates for Operation, Maintenance, Repair,
Rehabilitation and Replacement (OMRR&Rl

~s project phase is managed by the Operations
Division and is divided into two categoriw, major
rehabilitation and all other work.

a. Major rehabilitation. The development of
major rehabilitation projwts is based on an Evaluation
Report which is similar to a Feasibility Report in
economic justification, evaluation of alternatives, and
identification of a recommended plan. Cost estimatw
developed to evaluate alternatives considered in the
report may be based on historical data. The cost
estimate for the recommended plan shall be developed
using MCACES and the CWBS in the same format as a
cost estimate for a Feasibility Report.

b. Other OMRR&R projects. All OMRR&R
projwfi not meting the criteria for major rehabilitation
fall in this category. The recurring nature of these
projects facilitates the development of a historical
database. This historical data lends itself well to use in
MCACES for development of the cost estimates for
these projects. The cost estimate for the recommended
plan shall be developed using MCACES and the CWBS
in the same format as a cost estimate for a Feasibility
Report.

8. Estimates to Support Other Programs

a, Continuing Authorities Program (CAP). CAP
projects are ofien limited in scope, and initial planning

studies are usually limited in time. Cost estimates
should follow the guidance presented earlier for Civil
Works projects except as required herein. For projects
whose total Federal cost is below $2,000,000, the use
of MCACES software is optional for both the
Reconnaissance and Feasibility level cost estimates.
These =tirnates must, however, fully support the report
recommendations with accurate cost data documented
with the appropriate narrative. For projects excding
$2,000,000 in Federal cost, the use of MCACES is
requird at the Feasibility or DPR stage for the
rmommended plan only.

b. Dam Safety Asurance Program. Projects
approved under the Dam Safety Assurance Program
will required budget justification and other supporting
data similar to that requird for specifically authorized
projwts. The initial document for these projects is
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called a rwomaissanm study (e.g. Reevaluation
Report). This report is comparable in smpe and
purpose to a feasibility report. Normally, a major
portion of the design has kn completed, and execution
of the work will be completti in the same procedure
for a typical Civil Works project. The cost atimate
prepared for this report becomes the BCE when
approved by the MSC.

(1) The cost wtimate prepared to support the
Recomaissance study is developed using labor,
equipment, materials, and production rates. The cost
estimate for the recommended plan shall be developed
using MCACES and the CWBS in the same format as a
cost intimate for a Feasibility y Report.

(2) Once the Rwonnaissance study has been
approved, De-sign Memorandum (DM) and Plans and
Specifications will be developed in prepamtion for
project advertisement. The cost =timate will be revised

and updated as d~ign proceeds and plans and
spwifications are completed. A Government estimate
will be prepared for contract award in accordance with
the established guidance for Civil Works projects.

9. Protests to the Reasonableness of the
Government Estimate

a. When all bids are more than 25 percent above
the Government estimate, there is a possibility that one
or more of the bidders will protest the reasonablenms of
the Government estimate. If this occurs, the Cost
Engineer has a major role in documenting the contract
file to support the Government =timate and/or evaluate
the bid protest.

b. Review of the Government =timate by the Cost
Enginmr follows notification of a bid protest. The Cost
Enginwr shall review the wtimate to be sure that it
does not contain any errors, in calculation or in
judgment. This step must be completed as soon as
possible to inform the district or MSC which direction
should be taken in dealing with the protested bid.

c. Revision of the Government estimate should be
done immediately if an error is found. The explanation
of the error should accompany the revised estimate
which requires the same approval authority as the
original Government estimate. If the revisions brings
the low bid within 25 percent of the revised
Government estimate, the contract can be awarded to
the low bidder under the normal procurement processes.

d, Technical analysis and cost analysis of bid
protest is the responsibility of the Cost Engineer. If the
Cost Engineer determines that there is no valid reason
for revision of the original Government estimate, or if
revisions are made and the low bid is still more than
25 percent above the Government estimate, the contract
may not be awarded. Sometimes a bid protmt follows
when this situation occurs. A twhnical and cost
analysis will be prepared by the Cost Engineer which
becom= a part of documentation supporting a
Contracting Officers Decision denying the protest, if
appropriate.

(1) The twhnical analysis will consist of an
in-depth, point-by-point response to all items brought up
by the pro-ting bidder, or bidders.

(2) The cost analysis will consist of the
Government estimate, including all backup and support
data and complete explanations about assumptions made
and, if available, historical data from previous similar
jobs which support the Government estimate.
Proprietary information such as quotes will not be
revealed during this process.

e. M*tings may be held with the apparent low
bidder to ensure that both the Government and the
bidder envision the same scope of work. These
meetings will also allow the bidder to discuss with the
Government Cost Engineer unusual conditions or
circumstances that may affect or complicate the work.
If the meeting reveals an error or omission in the
Government estimate, the Government estimate may be
revised and the contract awardd.

f. Once bids have been opened, the bid schedule
will reveal the value of the Government estimate. The
Bid Abstract prepared by Contracting Division will be
released to the public for a formal solicitation for IFB
procurement. The Government estimate will not be
made public for all negotiated procurement (RFP). The
backup data supporting the Government estimate will be
kept on file in Cost Engineering and will not be
released. There are valid reasons for not releasing the
backup data supporting the Government estimate.

(1) There is a possibility that the project will be
readvertised and the Government estimate should not be
relea~ disclosing the value to the other possible
bidders in future solicitations.

(2) There is a possibility that the project will be
converted to negotiated procurement.
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g. Support to legal staff by the Cost Enginwr may
become na=sary. A bid prot=t may take several

months to resolve. The protest will be reviewed and

evaluated at the district or MSC level, and at
HQUSACE. During each of th=e review processes,
questions will arise and the Cost Engineer will be called
on to support the estimate. The Cost Engineer is the
person most familiar with the Government estimate and,
as such, should be prepared to assist the legal staff to
resolve the protest. In some cases, the protest cannot
be resolved through these channels and the bidder may
choose to take the Government to court. The Cost
Engin-r should be prepared to testify in court in
support of the cost =timate.

c-9



ER 111 O-2-I3C
31 Mar:

PROCEDURES

1. Basis for Preparation of Estimate

APPENDIX D
FOR PREPARATION OF COST ESTIMATES

a. General, This appendix establishes uniform
guidance for estimating labor, equipment, materials and
supplies, subcontracted work, overhead, profit, bond,

and contingencies.

b. ‘Planning the work. It is important to
thoroughly understand the project scope of work and the
biddability and constructability aspects of the project
being estimated. The Cost Engineer must thoroughly
review drawings, specifications, and other references to
formulate a construction sequence and duration. A site
visit is strongly rwomrnended to relate the physical

characteristics of the project to the available design
parameters and details. The development of the
construction sequence is necessary as soon as possible
and should be used to provide a checklist of
construction requirements throughout the cost estimating
process.

c. “Qfiantitles. Cost Engineering is responsible for
the accuracy of quantity “take-off’s H when prepared by
qualified Government personnel or A-E firms. On a
case-by-case basis, assistance for making take-off’s will
be provided by the Technical Design Branch,
Engineering Division, in support of Cost Engineering.

(I) Cost engineering personnel are responsible for
independently spot-checking and reviewing all quantity
estimates.

(2) The quantity take-off is an important part of the
estimate and should be based on all available
engineering and design data. All quantities should be
shown in standard units of measure.

(3) The detail in which the quantities are prepared
for each task is dependent on the design. Quantity

calculations beyond design detail are oft en necessary to
determine a reasonable price to complete the overall
scope of work for the cost estimate. Projwt notes,
added at the appropriate level in MCACES, will be
used to explain the basis for the quantity calculations, to
clearly show contingency allowances, and to note
quantities determined by cost engineering judgment that
will be reconciled upon design refinement.

(4) During construction, solne material is wasted

and lost from cutting, fitting, har~dling, or
contamination. The Cost Engin=.r shall use judgernel
to detelmine the waste and loss allt?wance to be appli(
to appropriate items.

d. Sources of unit cost da~a.

(1) The c~nit Price Book (UPB) assc~ciated with
.MCACES provides production rates, unit costs, and
crew composition. The UPB supplies the majority of
cost data for constructioc~ tasks normally found in
building and building sitt? work construction,

(2) Each Cost E~lgin@ring Branch should develop

and maintain a record of past bids, unit costs, and
completed project cost Ieports. Sources of unit cost
data may include the UPB, quotes, audits, catalogs,

pricing data, previous bid results, historical costs, the
cost engineering database, as well as the expertise fro]

other districts and MSC’s. Such data serves as a sour
for developing or verifying the reasonableness of futul
unit prices.

(3) In Civil Works construction, the work is

primarily of a spwiali~ nature. During the
rwonnaissance phase, historical unit costs may be USH
or unit costs may be developed for the construction
tasks. As the projwt develops through the feasibility

phase and beyond, historical cost data should be used
a guide and unit cost development should become the
primary goal.

e. Unit pricing.

(1) As a general rule, approximately 80 percent o
the direct costs of a project are represented by only
zo percent of the estimated work items. The greatest

estimating effort should be concentrated on these critit
elements. The unit cost for each of these items shall 1

carefully analyzed and shall be developed as the
summation of all dirwt and indirwt costs which will
likely be incurred by an experienced and well-equippe
contractor. Direct costs are those costs that can be
associated with a specific item or unit of construction
work in the project. Indirect costs are those costs thal
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cannot be associated with a single item or wlit of
construction work in the project.

(2) The direct cost of the construction tasks

comprising the remaining 80 percent of the work
elements may be priced from historical sources. The
Cost Engineer must use judgement to adjust for project
conditions, when cost &ta is based on previously
completed projects to include overhead and price level
date adjustments for inflation.

(3) Lump sum bid items may be used for small and
easily identified work noted in the drawings and
included in the estimate. The cost of the lump sum
item should be based on cost data related to the item’s
total direct and indirect costs.

2. Cost Estimate Components and Supporting
Documentation

The following is provided to support the cost estimate
submission requirements specified for each phase of
project development as outlined in Appendix C, “Type
of Cost Estimates. ”

a. Backup data. All information which was
collmted or prepared for the cost estimate should be
organiti by work item and included in the backup
data. Such information might include notes on site
visits, discussions or telephone conversations with
individuals, brochures on special equipment or
materials, sketches, and working drawings.

b. Bid schedule. The bid schedule is part of the
procurement package and is included with the
solicitation for bids. The estimate must be prepared
showing the unit prices, quantities, extension of unit
prices, lump sum items, and the total costs consistent
with the bid schedule.

c. Construction schedule. The Cost Engineer will
prepare a construction schedule to support the
Government estimate that is consistent with the plans
and specifications for completion of the work. It may
be in the form of a bar chart or a Network Analysis
System, but it must identify the sequence and duration
of the tasks upon which the cost estimate is developed.
The schedule must be prepared in sufficient detail to
adequately develop the required labor, equipment, crew
sizes, and production rates required for each of the

identified construction tasks.

d. Detail sheets. Detail sheets generated by
MCACES provide a complete listing of all labor,
quipment, materials and/or crews used to develop all
direct costs for each construction task. Although not
required as documentation to support a cost estimate
submission to HQUSACE, these reports become an
important part of the cost estimate in the review and
approval process at the district and as necessary for the

hlSC level submissions.

e. Dra\vings and stitches. Drawings and sketches
which are appropriate may be used to show the basis of
the cost estimate. Drawings may include a project map
showing the location of the work with respect to

principal cities, roads, railways, and waterways; a site
map showing the location of the work, borrow, quarry,
and spoil areas, and existing work access roads; any
existing faciliti~ usable by the contractor; a general
plan and elevation, or profile of the work with typical

sections; and a construction plan layout.

J Notes. Notes are any explanations necessary to
support the development of cost for individual
construction tasks in the cost estimate. This descriptive
information that covers areas such as manufacturers
quotes, overtime requirements, material availability,
and contingenci~ should be entered as notes to the
appropriate MCACES title or detail level of the cost
estimate.

g. Project narrative. The narrative defines the
parameters upon which the cost estimate has ban
prepared to support the project scope and schdule and
is applied by definition to the project level within
MCACES. It describes the project requirements that
must be performed in sufficient detail to give a clear
understanding of the scope of work including length,
width, height, and slope of primary features, special
problems that will be encountered in performing the
work, site conditions affecting the work, reasons for
selection of major plant and equipment, assumptions
made for mobilization and demobilization of all
equipment, and the reasons for unusually high or low
contingence=.

h. Project summary reports. Project summary
reports are printouts from MCACES used to summarize
costs for each title level established for the specific
project cost estimate. There are a variety of summary
reports that may be printed from MCACES such as
project owner, project indirect, and project direct
summaries. The summary reports required for a cost
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estimate submission depend on the phase of project
development andareoutlined in Appendix C.

i. Signature page. The signature page for the
Government estimate should contain the names and
signatures of those individuals responsible for the
preparation, review, submittal, and approval of the cost
atimate. If there is sufficient space on the bid sh=t
for th- signatures, a separate signature sheet is not
required. If there is not sufficient space on the bidding
schedule, a separate signature sheet is necessary. It is
important that the sheet containing the approval
signatures also contain the estimate of total cost so that
there will be no question(s) later as to the estimated
amount approved. A statement relating the date of
pricing levels on which costs were prepared should also
appear on this page.

j. Table of contents. The table of contents is the
MCACES table of contents printout.

k litle page. The title page is the title page
printed with the MCACES cost estimate. It should
include the name and location of the project, the district
or MSC responsible for the project design, the Cost
Engineer responsible for preparation of the cost
estimate, and the &te and price level of the cost
estimate.

1. Total project cost summa~. The total projwt
cost summary provides a summary of project costs in
accordance with ER 5-7-1, Project Management. It
relates the MCACES cost estimate and identified price
level date to the fully funded cost estimate by applying
the appropriate adjustments for inflation in accordance

tith the developed project schedule. Approval and
signature by the Chief, Cost Engineering, affirms that
the conatmction feature costs are correct and that the
backup data provided for the nonconstruction features
(Lands and Damages; Planning, Engineering and
D*ign; and Construction Management) support these
feature costs.

3. Labor

a. Direct labor costs are defind as base wages
plus payroll taxes, fringe benefits, and overtime
allowances paid by the contractor for personnel who
perform a specific construction task. In addition to the
actual workers, there are generally crew foremen who
receive an hourly wage and are considered part of the
direct labor costs.

b. Indirect labor costs are wages paid to contractor
personnel whose effort cannot be attributed to a specific
construction task. Personnel such as superintendents,
engin~rs, clerks, and site cleanup laborers may be

includti as indirect labor costs (overhead).

c. Crms. Dirwt labor cost requirements are
broken into tasks of work. Each task is usually
performd by a labor crew. Crews may vary in size
and mix of skills. The number and size of each crew
should be based on such considerations as having
sufficient workers to perform a task within the
construction schedule and the limitation of work space.
Once the crews have bmn developed, the labor costs
can be determined based on the productivity of the crew
and the labor wage rates.

d. Productivity.

(1) Estimating labor productivity is subjwt to many
diverse and unpredictable factors. There is no
substitution for the knowledge and experience of the
Cost Engineer in estimating labor productivity. The

productivity of some crew members such as equipment
operators, helpers, or oilers is determined by the
productivity of the equipment. The productivity of
craftsman such as carpenters, steel workers, and
masons may be based on the MCACES crews database,
the experience of the Cost Engineer, historical records,
or other appropriate reference manuals.

(2) The labor effort needed to perform a particular
task varies with many factors, such as the relative
experience, capability, and morale of the workers, the
size and complexity of the job, the climatic and
topographic conditions, the degr= of mahanization,
the quality of job supervision, and the existing labor-
management agreements andlor trade practices.

(3) The complexity of the variables affecting
productivity makw it difficult to estimate a production
rate. Therefore, whenever possible, production ratw
should be based on averaging past production rates for
the same or similar work. The Cost Engineer must be
sure to incorporate particular job factors and conditions
to adjust historical data to the project being estimated.
Other aourc~ of productivity include reference
manuals, field office reporta, construction log booka,
and obsenation of ongoing construction.

(4) The Cost Engineer must be aware of labor
efficiency and work practices that exist in each project
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locality and must consider these practices when
preparing the cost estimate.

(5) Other factors affecting production rates include
special mntract clause requirements, limited working
space, and inclement weather conditions, such as
temperature and wind.

e. Wage rates. In contrast to productivity, wage
rak are generally well-defined. The Davis-Bacon Act
requi~ a contractor performing construction for the

Government in the United S@tes to pay not less than the
prevailing rates set by the Department of Labor. A
schedule of minimum rates is included in the
specifications. Where labor is in short supply for
certain crafts in the area, the work is in a remote area,
or it is well-known that rates higher than the set rate
scale will be paid, these higher wage rates should be
used instead of the minimum wage, since this would be

required of the contractor to attract labor to the job.
The wage rate should be adjusted to include travel time
or night differential where these are customary
requirements. Fumre wage increases should be taken
into amunt when there will be an extended
construction period.

j Overtime and shfi deferential.

(1) Operation shifi. The Cost Enginwr should
carefully consider the available working time in the
progress schedule for each task, sequence of tasks,
availability of labor and equipment, labor and
equipment production rate to determine the number of
shifts to be adopted for the construction of each task.
The efficiency of both the second and third shifi should
be adjusted to rmognize that production will not be as
high as the day shift for most types of construction
operations. A thr=-shift operation should be avoided
due to a lower labor efficiency and the requirement to
include equipment maintenance,

(2) Overtime should be included in the labor cost
computation when work in excess of regular time is
required by the construction schedule or is the custom
of labor in the local vicinity. Overtime is normally
calculated as a percentage of the base wage rate. It is
usually based on time and one-half, but may be double
time depending on the existing labor agreements. Tax
and insurance costs are applied to overtime, but fringe
benefit costs are not. Overtime is expressed as a

percentage of dirwt labor costs and is calculated in the

following ~er using time and one-half as the basis:

48 hours at straight time = 48.00 hours

8 hours at 1/2 time = 4.00 hours

(52 hrs paidi48 hrs worked = 0.0833) = 8.33%

(3) Many construction projwts utilize multiple shift
operations. When ~timating direct labor costs for
multiple shift operations, the Cost Engineer should
estimate the number of hours to be worked and the
number of hours to be paid for each shift based upon
the developed construction schedule.

(4) A tabulation of overtime percentages for most
conditions are shown in Table D-1, Overtime and Shift
Differential. The percentage also includes an allowance
for the direct work loss of multiple shift or shift
differential, where applicable.

g. Taxes and iwurajzce.

(1) Ratw for all tax= and insurance should be
verified prior to computation.

(2) Workman’s mmpenaation and employer’s
liability insurance costs applicable for the state in which
the work is performed should be included in the
composite wage rate. Insurance rates may be obtained
from the state if the state law provides a monopoly or
from insurance companies providing this type
insurance. The projwt compensation rate is based on
the classification of the major construction work.

(3) Unemployment compensation taxes are

composed of both state and Federal taxes.
Unemployment compensation tax will vary with each
state while the Federal unemployment tax will be
constant for all projwts.

(4) The social security tax rates and the income
ceilings on which social Security taxes must be paid
vary from year to year. Therefore, the Cost Engineer
must veri~ the rate to be used in the cost estimate.

(5) Ra@ for all taxes and insurance should be
verified prior to amputation.

(6) The total percentage of the above taxes and
insurance is applied to the basic hourly wage rate plus
overtime for the various crafts.
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Table D-1

Overtime and Shift Differential

Percentage for OT and Shift Difftirantial

1 .5x 1 .5x

Wk/Sat Week Week
Actual Hours Worked Hours Paid 2x 2x 2x

Shift Day Week Reg OT Sun Sat/Sun All OT

One-shift operation
5-Day Week 8 40

9 45
10 50
11 55
12 60

6-Day Week 8 48
9 54

10 60
11 66
12 72

8 56
9 63

10 70
11 77
12 84

Two-Shift O~eration (one 8 hours and one 7.5 hours]

7-Day Week

5-Day Weak” 15.5
18
20
22
24

6-Day Week 15.5
18
20
22
24

7-Day Waek 15.5
18
20
22
24

Two-Shift Operation (each 7.5 hours)

5-Day Week 15
18
20
22
24

6-Day Week 15
18
20
22
24

15
18
20
22
24

Three-Shift Operation
5-Day Week 22.5

6-Dav Waek 22.5

7-Day Week

7-Dav Waek 22.5

77.5
90

100
110
120

93
108
120
132
144

108.5
126
140
154
168

75
90

100
110
120

90
108
120
132
144

105
126
140
154
168

112.5
135
157.5

40
40
40
40
40

40
40
40
40
40

40
40
40
40
40

80
80
80
80
80

80
80
80
80
80

80
80
80
80
80

80
80
80
80
80

80
80
80
80
80

80
80
80
80
80

120
120
120

0
5

10
15
20

8
14
20
26
32

16
23
30
37
44

0
12.5
22.5
32.5
42.5

16.0
30.5
42.5
54.5
66.5

32.0
48.5
62.5
76.5
90.5

0
15
25
35
45

16
33
45
57
69

32
51
65
79
93

0

24
48

0
5.55

10.00
13.64
16.67

8.33
12.96
16.67
19.70
22.22

21.43
25.40
28.57
31,17
33.33

3.23
9.72

13.75
17.05
19.79

11.83
16.44
19.79
22.54
24.83

25.35
28.37
31.25
33.60
35.57

6.67
13.89
17.50
20.45
22.92

15.56
19.91
22.92
25.38
27.43

29.52
31.35
33.93
36.04
37.80

6.67
15.56
29.52

0
5.55

10.00
13.64
16.67

16.67
21.30
25.00
28.03
30.56

28.57
32.54
35.71
38.31
40.68

3.23
9.72

13.75
17.05
19.79

20.43
24.77
28.13
30.87
33.16

32.72
35.52
38.39
40.75
42.71

6.67
13.89
17.50
20.45
22.92

24.44
27.24
31.25
33.71
35.76

37.14
38.49
41.07
43.18
44.94

6.67
24.44
37.14

0
11.11
20.00
27.27
33.33

16.67
25.93
33.33
39.39
44.44

28.57
36.51
42.86
48.05
52.38

3.23
16.67
25.00
13.82
37.50

20.43
30.56
37.50
43.18
47.92

32.72
40.48
46.43
51,30
55.36

6.67
22.22
30.00
36.36
41.67

24.44
35.19
41.67
46.97
51.39

37.14
44.44
50.00
54.55
58.33

6.67
24.44
37.14
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(7) Example 1 illustrates the method for deriving (3) Travel and Subsistence. Travel and subsistence
the total tax and insurance percentage. Since rates are costs are normally expr=sed as a daily or weekly cost.
subject to change and in some cases vary by region, the When they are to be included in the cost estimate, they
calculations shown are prwnted as an example ordy. should be converted to an hourly cost.
Actual values must be determined by the Cost Engin=r.

Example 1

Workman’s compensation and employer’s . 7.60%
liability (varies with state and contractor)

State unemployment compensation . . . . , , 3.20%
(varies with each state)

Federal unemployment compensation . . . . 0.80%

Social security & medicaid . . . . . . . . . . 7.65 %

Total taxes and hsurance . . . . . . . . . . . 19.25%

h. Fringe benefits.

(1) Fringe benefits may include health and welfare,
pension, vamtion, apprentice training, travel, and
subsistence; depending on the craft and the location of
the work. These rests are usually expressed as an
hourly cost with the possible exception of vacation
which may be easily converted to an hourly cost. The
type of fringe and the amount for the various crafts can
usually be found with the Davis-Bacon Act wage
determination in the specifications. Non-union
contractors pay mmparable fringe benefits dirwtly to
their employws.

(2) Example 2 illustrates the calculations for fringe
benefits. Since the values change and vary by region
and union agreement, the calculations shown are
presented as an example only. Actual values must be
determined by the Cost Engineer.

Example 2

Health and welfare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $o.705r

Pension . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.75ihr

Vacation (6% of straight . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.60/hr
time rate of $10)

Apprentice training . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
(N/A in this case)

Total fringe benefits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2.05/hr

4. Equipment

a. Construction plant and equipment refers to the
tools, instruments, machinery, and other mechanical
implements required in the performance of construction
work. Construction plant is defined as concrete batch
plants, aggregate processing plants, conveying systems,
and any other processing plants which are erected in
place at the job site and are essentially stationary or
fixed in place. Equipment is defined as items which art
portable or mobile, ranging from small hand tools
through tractors, cranes, and trucks. For =timating
purposes, plant and equipment are grouped together as
equipment costs.

b. Selection of equipmen[.

(1) An important consideration in the preparation
of an estimate is the selection of the proper equipment
to perform the required tasks. The Cost Engin=r
should carefully consider number, size, and function of
equipment to arrive at optimum equipment usage.
Some factors to consider during the selection process
are: con fo~ce to specification requirements; job
progress schedule (productivity); magnitude of the job;
type of materials; availability of space; mobility and
availability of equipment; suitability of equipment for
other u-; equipment capabilities; number of shifts;
distanc~ material must be moved; steepness and
direction of grades; weather conditions; hauling
rmtrictions; standby time; mobilization and
demobili=tion costs.

(2) The Cost Enginwr preparing the estimate must
be familiar with current construction equipment and job
site conditions. The equipment selected should confonr
to contract requirements and be suitable for the
materials to be handled and conditions that will exist on
the project.

c. Estimating methodology. Use the ‘crew
concept” for construction cost estimates requiring
detailed atimating of labor, materials, and equipment.
For each significant work task, workers and equipment
are related to the hourly cost and expected productivity.
Where a mjor piece of equipment serves more than
one crew, the total equipment time should be prorati
betsveen both crews.
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d. Productivi~. After deterrninin g the type of
equipment to be employed, select equipment which has
a productivity rate suited to the efficient and economical
performance of the work. The size and number of units
required will be influenced by equipment productivity y,
job sire, availability of space for equipment operations,
the projwt construction schedule for the various work
tasks, number of shifts to be worked, and the
availability of equipment operators. Emphasis must be
placed on the importance of establishing a reasonable
productivity rate. Production may be based on
MCACES historical equipment models and assemblies
or on the output rating recommended by the
manufacturer,

e. Mobilization and demobilization.

(1) Mobilization costs for equipment include the
cost of loading at the contractor’s yard, transportation
cost from the yard to the construction site, unloading at
the site, nmssary assembly and testing, and standby
costs during mobilization and demobilization. Trucks
for the project capable of highway movement are
usually driven to the site and are often used to transport
minor items. All labor, equipment, and supply costs
required to mobilize the equipment should also be
included in the mobilization cost. When the equipment
location is unknown, base the mobilization and
demobilization distance on a circular area around the
project site which will include a reasonable number of
qualified bidders. Demobilization costs should be based
on that portion of the equipment that would be expwted
to be returned to the contractor’s storage yard and may
be expressed as a percentage of mobilization costs.

(2) Mobilization and demobilization costs for plant
should be based on the delivered cost of the item, plus
er=tion, repairs, maintenance, taxes, and dismantling
costs minus salvage value at the end of the project.

f Equipment owership and operating expense
schedule, EP 1110-1-8, determines the hourly rates.
Th~e rates are also included in the MCACES database
and will be used in the preparation of all cost estimates.
These pamphlets have been developed for different
geographic regions in the United States, and the
appropriate pamphlet or MCACES database should be
used based upon project location.

g. Small took. The cost of small power and hand
tools and miscellanmus noncapitalized equipment and
supplies must be included in the estimate.

(1) This item may be estimated as a percentage of
the labor cost. The allowance must be determined by
the Cost Enginwr in each case, based upon experience
for the type of work involved. Unit prices based on
historical data already include a small tools allowance.

The small tool cost shall be considered as part of
quipment cost.

(2) The crews database in the UPB includes an
allowance for small tools. It is also possible to add
small tools as an equipment item.

5. Materials and Supplies

a. Materials and supplies are defined and, for the
purpose of ~timating, both can be considered materials
unless they need to be separated because of different tax
rates.

(1) Materials. Those items which are incorporated
into and become part of the permanent structure.

(2) Supplies. Those items which are used in
construction but do not become physically incorporated
into the project such as concrete forms.

(3) Frm on board (FOB) refers to the point to
which the seller will deliver goods without charge to the
buyer.

(4) Cost estimates will be prepared for all
subcontract work using the same methodology and
degree of detail outlined for work by the prime
contractor.

b. Sources of pricing data.

(1) Cost may be obtained from the UPB, reference
manuals, manufacturers catalogs, qtlotes, or historical
data.

(2) Quotes from manufacturers and suppliers.
Quotes should be obtained for all specialized or not
readily available items of materials and equipment to be
firnished and installed by the contractor and for all
supplies of significant cost required by the contractor
for performance of the work. Quotw from
manufacturers and suppliers should be collected and
compiled by task. It is preferable to obtain a new quote
for each project to ensure that the cost is current and
that the item meets specifications. If possible, more
than one quote should be obtained to be reasonably sure
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the prices are competitive. The Cost Engineer should
attempt to determine and ensure that contractor
discounts are considered in the Government estimate.
QUO- should be considered proprietary information
and kept confidential to protect the information
entrusted to the Cost Enginmr.

c. Forward pricing. Sometimes quotes are
requested in advance of the expected purchase date.
Suppliers are reluctant to guarantee future pricw and
ofien will only quote current prices. It may be

nwessary to adjust current prices to reflwt the cost
expected at the actual purchase date. This cost
adjustment, if rquired, should not be included as a
contingency, but should be clearly and separate] y
defined in each estimate. Adjust current pricing to
future pricing using OMB escalation factors.
Computations of adjustment should be clear and should
be maintained as cost estimate backup support.

d. Freight. The Cost Engin*r should check the
basis of the price quot= to determine if they include
delivery, If they do not include delive~, freight costs
to the project site must be determined and included.
The supplier can usually furnish an approximate
delivery cost.

(1) If the materials or supplies are FOB factory or
warehouse, freight costs to the construction site should
be added to the cost of the materials or supplies.

(2) If the cost of materials or supplies includes
partial delivery, FOB to the nearest rail station, the cost
of unloading and transporting the materials or supplies
should be included in the estimate.

(3) If the materials or supplies are a large quantity
in buk form which would require extensive equipment
for unloading and hauling, it may be d=irable to
prepare a labor and equipment estimate for the material
handling and delivery.

e. Handling and storage. The contractor is
usually required to off-load, handle and stockpile, or
warehouse materials on site. These costs should be
included in the estimate. An item of electronic
equipment requiring special low-humidity storage might
have this special cost included in the direct cost of the
equipment. For other items, such as equipment needing
smure storage, the cost for the security fencing or a
temporary building should be considered as an indirmt

cost and be included in the job site overhead cost.

$ Tme.r. When applicable, state and local sales
tax should be added to the materials or supplies cost.
In some stat=, material incorporated into Federal
construction is exempt, but supplies are not. Care
should be taken, therefore, that the sales tax rate is
applied when required. The Cost Engineer should
verify the tax rates and the applicability of these rates
for the projwt location. Sales tax is considered to be a
direct cost of the materials and supplies.

g. Materiak or supplies manufactured or produced
at the site. If it is likely the contractor will
manufacture or produce materials or supplies at the
project site, a separate ~timate component should be
developd for this work. This estimate should be a
detailed equipment, labor, material, and supplies
estimate, and should conclude with a unit cost of
material or supply delivered to the stockpile, storage
yard, or project feature.

h. Government firnishd materiab. Government
furnished materials should be estimated in the same
manner as other materials, except that the purchase
price is not included. The estimate should include an
allowance for transporting, handling, and storage from
point of delivery. There may be spwial costs
associated with Government furnished materials such as
insurance to cover loss until final installation, special
storage costs, or special murity measures.

6. Subcontracted Work

a. Speciality iterns, such as mechanical and
electrical work, are usually performed by subcontract.
Subcontracted work may be a significant portion of the
total cost of construction.

b. The Cost Engin*r must first determine those
parts of the work that will probably be subcontracted.
When the work to be subcontracted has been
determined, those items shall be identified in the
estimate. The appropriate subcontractor overhead and
profit COSK should be applied to those items.

c. The cost of subcontracted work is the total cost
to the prime contractor for the work performed. This
includ~ the subcontractor’s costs for direct labor,
materials and supplies, equipment, second tier
submntracts, and charges for overhead and profit. The
total subcontract cost is considered a direct cost to the
prime contractor.
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d. Use of quotes. The Cost Engineer may utilize
quotes for the expected subcontracted work in preparing
the atimate or to verify the reasonableness of

independently ~tirnated subcontract work.
Subeontrac~r quotes will be treated as proprietary

information and should only be revealed to those who
have a need to know.

c. The table provides a guide for contingency
development and is not intended to restrict or limit
contingencies to these values. If the overall
mntingency value develo@ through a detailed analysis
as described above exceeds these guidelinea, the district
or MSC management team should consider further

investigation and/or design be accomplished in order to
reduw the uncertainti~.

7. Contingencies
8. Overhead

a. General. The goal in contingency development
is to identify the uncertainty associated with an item of
work or task, forecast the risk/cost relationship, and
assign a value to this task that will limit the cost risk to
an acceptable degree of confidence. Consideration must
be given to the details available at each stage of
planning, design, or construction for which a cost
estimte is being prepared. During development of the
projwt cost estimate, sufficient contingenciw should be
added at the lowest MCACES title or detail level where
the risks or uncertaintiw have been identified.
Contingencies may vary throughout the cost estimate
and could have a significant impact on overall costs
being high when the lack of investigation data or dwign
detail is associated vvith criticalfigh cost elements.
The reasons for ma] contingency development and
assignment, that describes the potential for cost growth
must be included in the cost estimate as a part of the

project narrative. When the contingency factors shown
are applied to any portion of the cost estimate up to the

feature level, the statement “Normal design variances
are expectd - normal contingency values used” is
acceptable in addressing that specific portion.

b. The following contingency factors (%)
repr~ent a reasonable guide for the construction
featura of the cost ~tirnate:

Total Projwt Construction Cost
Phase of Project
Development >$10,000,000 <$10,000,000
----- ----- ----- ----- . . . . . ----- -----

Reconnaissance/Feasibility 20% 25%

Project/Feature Design 15% 20%
Memorandum

Plans and Spwifications 10% 10%
------ ------ ------ ------ ------ ---a-

. Overhead costs are those costs which cannot be
attributed to a single task of construction work. Costs
which can be applied to a particular item of work
should be considered a direct cost to that item and not
be included in overhead costs. The overhead costs are
customarily divided into two categories:

(1) Job Overhead, also referred to m General
Conditions or Field Office Overhead.

(2) General Home Office Overhead, commonly
referred to m G&A, General and Administrative costs.

b. The Cost Engineer must be sure that costs are
not duplicated beween the tsvo categories. Bwause of
the nature of overhead costs, it is not praetieal to
discuss all overhead items. Specific considerations

must be evaluated for each proj=t. The Cost Engineer
must use considerable care and judgement in estimating
overhead costs.

c. The application of a previously determined
overhead rate may be used for early design stages, but
it is not an accurate or reliable method of forecasting
costs. Overhead will vary from projwt to projwt and

may even vary from month to month within any given
project. Job overhead items for the prime contractor
should be estimated in detail for all projects of fial
dwign requiring a Government estimate. Detailing of
overhead costs for subcontract work is recommended
when the impact of these costs is significant.

d. Job overhead (JOH). Job overhead costs are
those costs at the project site which occur specifically as
a result of a particular project. Some examplm of job
overhead costs are:

(1) Job supervision and office personnel.

(2) Engineering and shop drawings.
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(3) Site security.

(4) Temporary facilities, project office.

(5) Temporary utilities.

(6) Preparatory work and laboratory testing.

(7) Tran~ortation vehicles.

(8) Suppli~ and maintenance facilities.

(9) Temporary protection & OSHA requirements.

(10) Telephone and communications.

(11) Permits and licens~.

(12) Insurance Qroject coverage).

(13) Schedules & reports.

(14) Quality control.

(15) cleanup.

(16) Taxes.

(17) Equipment costs not chargeable to a spwific
task.

e. Home ofice overhead (Gti). Home office
overhead expenses are those incurred by the contractor
in the overall management of business, associated with
all costs at the home office. Since they are not incurred
for any one specific projwt, they must be apportioned
to all the projects. Many expenses are not allowable,
such as interest and entertainment. An accurate
percentage of G&A can only be determined by an audit.
On major changes requiring an audit, it is important to

request that the G&A rate be determined. This will
assist the Cost Engineer for ongoing negotiations and
more accurate overhead rates. Some examples of home
office overhead are:

(1) Main office building, furniture.

(2) Management and office staff, estimators.

(3) Utilities.

(4) Communications and travel.

(5) Supplies.

(6) Vehiclw,

(7) Business insurance.

(8) Taxes.

$ Duration of overhead items. After the
overhead items have been listed, a cost must be
determined for each, Each item should be evaluated

separately. Some items such as erection of the project
office may owur ordy once in the project. The Cost
Engineer should utilir,e the job schedule in estimating
duration requirements. Costs reflective of each

particular item during the scheduled period should then
be applied. The product of duration and unit cost is the
overhead cost for the item.

g. Sources for Pricing. The Cost Engineer must
rely on judgement, historical data, and current labor
market conditions to establish overhead costs. Some
contractors wiIl informally discuss and furnish
information for overhead items. Audit reports are
available to provide information on overhead costs for
previous similar projwts. Comparable average salaries
in other commercial organizations are frequently
available. Overhead salaries should include an
allowance for payroll taxes and fringes such as FICA,
health benefits, and vacation. Other sources include
previously negotiated modifications and review of
organizational charts of construction firms for staffing
and overhead costs evaluation.

9. Profit

a. Profit is defined as a return on investment and
provid~ the contractor with an incentive to perform the
work as efficiently as possible. A uniform profit rate
should be avoided.

b. Weighted guidelines method. Reference is
made to FAR and EFAR concerning the use of
weighted guidelines method for determining profit.
EFAR directs the use of the weighted guideline method
when price is to be negotiated. This method
(Table D-2 Profit Factor) yields a reasonable profit
value and should be used to determine profit for all
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Table D-2

Profit Factor

Project: Estimated By:

Contract No: Checked By:

Change Order No. Date:

Profit Objective For: (Prime Contractor, Subcontractor)

Factor ~ Weight

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

(0.03 - 0.12)

Degrea of Risk 20 x ——

Difficulty of work 15 x .

Size of Job 15 x .

Period of Performance 15 x .

Contractor’s Investment 5 x .

Aasistanca by Government 5 x .

Subcontracting a x .

100 Profit Factor: %

COMMENTS (Reasons for Weights Assigned):

2.

—

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

D-II



ER 1110-2-1302

31 Mar 94

Table D-3

Guidelines for Weirihted Fectors Profit Determination

Dearee of Risk (Judamental~:

Degree Weight

Small 0.03

High 0.12

Reletive Difficult of Work (Judgmental~

Degree Weight

Difficult 0.12

Simple 0.03

Size of Job:

*

$Oto 100,000

100 to 200,000

200 to 300,000

300 to 400,000

400 to 500,000

500 to 600,000

600 to 700,000

700 to 800,000

800 tO 900,000

900 to 1,000,000

1,000 to 1,100,000

1,100 to 1,200,000

1,200 to 1,300,000

1,300 to 1,400,000

1,400 to 1,500,000

1,500 to 1,600,000

1,600 to 1,700,000

1,700 to 1,800,000

1,800 to 1,900,000

1,900 to 2,000,000

2,000 to 2,100,000

2,100 to 2,200,000

2,200 to 2,300,000

2,300 tO 2,400,000

2,500 tO 2,600,000

2,600 to 2,700,000

Period of Performance:

Weiaht Value

0.120

0.119

0.117

0.116

0.114

0.113

0.111

0.110

0.109

0.107

0.106

0.104

0.103

0.101

0.100

0.099

0.097

0.096

0.094

0.093

0.091

0.090

0.089

0.087

0.086

0.084

$2,700

2,800

2,900

3,000

3,100

3,200

3,300

3,400

3,500

3,600

3,700

3,800

3,900

4,000

4,100

4,200

4,300

4,400

4,500

4,600

4,700

4,800

4,900

5,000

Over

to 2,800,000

to 2,900,000

to 3,000,000

to 3,100,000

to 3,200,000

to 3,300,000

to 3,400,000

to 3,500,000

to 3,600,000

to 3,700,000

to 3,800,000

to 3.900,000

to 4,000,000

to 4,100,000

to 4,200,000

to 4,300,000

to 4,400,000

to 4,500,000

to 4,600,000

to 4,700,000

to 4,800,000

to 4,900,000

to 5,000,000

to 10,000,000

10,000,000

0.081

0.800

0.079

0.077

0.076

0.074

0.073

0.071

0.070

0.069

0.067

0.066

0.064

0.063

0.061

0.060

0.059

0.057

0.056

0.054

0.053

0.051

0.050

0.040

0.030

Over 24 Months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -.-...............,.”-- 0.120

23t024 Months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .....””””.~.~~~

22 t023 Months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...-..”-.”-”””””””-” “ -

21 t022 Months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ““. .. -- ”. -- ---” ---” 0-109

20 t021 Months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -.......-”””--”.-”””” “0”105

19 t020 Months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..”--.--”””-”””-”””” “0”101

18 to 19 Months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..-s.. . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . . . ...”” . . . .. -- -. -. ”.” ’”-- ”0-098

17 to 18 Months . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ” ” ” - - - ” -------”- “0”094

(Continued)
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Table D-3 [Continued]
—

16to 17 Months

15to 16 Months

14to 15 Months

13 to 14 Months

12 to 13 Months

11 to 12 Months

10 to 11 Months

9 to 10 Months

8 to 9 Months

7 to 8 Months

6 to 7 Months

5 to 6 Months

4 to 5 Months

3 to 4 Months

2 to 3 Months

1 to 2 Months

Under 30 Days

Contractor’s Investment (Judgmental~

Degree Weight

Below average 0.03

Averaga 0.07

Above average 0.12

Assistance bv Government (Judgmental~

Degree

Below avarage

Average

Above average

Subcontracting:

Subcontracting

Weight

0.12

0.07

0.03

80 °Aormora . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

70&to 80 Ah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

60°hto700k . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

50%to60°h . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.064

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.060

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.056

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.052

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.049

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.045

,..,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.041

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.038

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.034

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.030

Factor

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.030

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . !.. 0.042

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.055

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.068
qoo~tosoo~ ................... ..................... ..................... .....,....-O.O8O

~O%f0400h . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...0.092
20%to 30% . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...0.105

10°Ato 200A . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...0.118

0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.120



contracts where profit is a factor. Profit shall be
determined by using the following procedure:

c. Based on the circumstices of each
procurement action, each of the factors listed in Table
D-2 shall be weighted from 0.03 to 0.12 as discussed in
the following text and provided in Table D-3,
Guidelines for Weighted Factors, Profit Determination.
Statements in sufficient detail to explain the reasons for
assigning the specific weights shall be included on the
profit computation sheet. The value shall then be
obtained by multiplying the rate column by the weight
column. The value column when totaled indicates the
fair and reasonable profit percentage.

(1) Degree of risk. Where the work involves no
risk or the degree of risk is very sma!l, the weighting
should be 0.03; as the degree of risk increases the
weighting should be increased up to a maximum of
0.12. Lump sum items will have, generally, a higher
weighted value than unit price items for which

quantities are provided. Other things to consider: the
portion of the work to be done by subcontractors.
nature of work, where work is to be performed,
reasonablenas of negotiated costs, amount of labor
included in costs, whether the negotiation is before or
after the period of performance of work.

(2) Relative difficulty of work. If the work is
most difficult and complex, the weighting should be
0.12 and should be proportionately reduced to 0.03 on
the simplest of jobs. This factor is tied in to some
extent with the degree of risk. Some things to

consider: nature of the work, by whom work is to be
done, where, what is the time schedule.

(3) Size of the job. All work not in excess of

$100,000 shall be weighted at 0.12. Work estimated
between $100,000 and $5,000,000 shall be
proportionately weighted from 0.12 to 0.05. Work
from $5,000,000 to $10,000,000 shall be weighted at
0.04 and work in excess of $10,000,000 at 0.03.

(4) Periods of performance. Jobs in excess of
24 months are to be weighted at 0.12. Jobs of lesser
duration are to b proportionately weighted to a
minimum of 0.03 for jobs not to exceed 30 days. No
weight where additional performance time not required.

(5) Contractor’s investment. Jobs are to be
weighted from 0.03 to O. 12 on the basis of below

average, average, and above average. Things to

consider: amount of subcontracting, mobilization
payment item, Government-furnished property, method
of making progress payments.

(6) Assistice by Government. Jobs are to be
weighted from O. 12 to 0.03 on the basis of average to

above average. Things to consider: use of Government
owned property, equipment and facilities, and
expediting assistance.

(7) Subcontracting, Jobs are to be weighted
inversely proportional to the amount of subcontracting.
Where 80 percent or more of the work is to be
subcontracted, the weight ing is to be 0.03 and such
weighting proportionately increased to 0.12 where all
work is perfomed by the contractor’s own forces.

d. Profit on subcontractors. A separate profit
calculation should be performed for the prime
contractor and for each subcontractor. When the
subcontractor assumes the risk and responsibility for
portions of the work, the prime contractor’s profit rate
on that work should be decreased. As a general rule,
profit is applied as a percentage rate to the total of all

costs required by the contract or modification scope.
For early design stage estimates, a rate of profit may be
assumed based on past historical experience.

10. Surety Bonds

a. Surety bonds are three-way agreements between
a bidder or contractor (the principal), and a second
party (the surety), to assure fulfillment of the
principal’s obligations to a third party (the obligee). If
the principal obligations are not met, the bond assures
payment to the extent stipulated, of any loss sustained
by the obligee. In most Government construction
contracts, these three parties are as follows:

Under a Under a
Three General Contract Subcontract

The Principal Contractor Subcontractor
The Obligee Government Contractor

The Surety Surety Surety

b. Pupose of bonds. The purpose of surety bonds
varies with the type of bond. Bonds are classified as
Class A, Class B, or Class A-1, depending on the type
of construction.

D-14



(1) Bid bonds or bid guarantee provide an
assurance that the bidder will not withdraw his bid
within the sp~ified period for acceptance and will

execute a written contract and furnish the required
bonds.

(2) Payment bonds protwt subcontractors,
suppliers, and laborers against nonpayment by the
prime mntractor.

(3) Performance bonds ensure the contractor will
complete the project as specified and for the agrd
price. It does not shift responsibility for administering

the contract to the surety. A performance bond
provid= a financial guaranty for the work and provides
the contractor with a method of freeing his working
capital and other assets which might otherwise be tid
up by other forms of security such as certified checks,
retainage, or deposits.

c. Amount of required surety bona!r. The amount
allowed should be based on the actual contractor bond
cost. Performance and payment bonds are required for
all construction contracts (FAR 28. 102). The cost of
all performance, payment bonds, and other types of
bonds determined to be appropriate by the Cost
Engineer are allowable costs.

d. Rules got’erning the application of bond rates
gable D-4).

(1) If the contract is susceptible to two
classifications, normally the higher rate is applicable.

(2) Separate contracts take the same classification
as a general contract. Neither the classification nor the
rate is changed by subdividing the work or by the
Government’s providing certain materials.

(3) Subcontracts take the same classifications and
rates as general contracts.

(4) For nondeviating Surety Association of
America (SAA) rates where the construction time
exceeds the bond stipulated time of 12 months, add
1 percent of the bond premium for each month in
excess of 12 months.

(5) For nondeviating SAA ~ates where the
construction time exceeds the bond stipulated time of 24
months, add 1 percent of the basic premium for each
month in excess of 24 months.

ER 1110-2-1302
31 Mar 94

(6) For deviating rates where the construction time
exceeds the bond stipulated time of 12 months, add
1/2 percent of the basic premium for ach month in
excess of 12 months up to 24 months and 1 percent of
the basic premium for each month in excess of
24 months.

(7) If the consent of the surety is not required and
given for changes or extras, first and renewal premiums
for the additional cost thus caused are computed at
manual rates from the date of the bond.

(8) If the consent of the surety is required and

given for changes or extras, premium for the additional
cost thus caused is computed at manual rates from the
date of such surety’s cost.

(9) The minimum bond premium charge is $25.00.

e. Cost of performance and payment boti.

(1) Performance and payment bonds are obtained
as a single package. The premium is the same as for
the performance bond alone. Rates vary with the
nature of the contract work, the dollar value, and length
of the contract. Most types of Civil Works construction
are classified as Class B.

(2) Performance bonds cover the full amount of the
contract price (bid amount). The premiums are
adjusted at the completion of the work for any
subsquent changes in the contract price other than
changes due to time bonuses or penalties. If the
original contract price is increased through change
order, the contractor must pay an additional premium.
Conversely, if any part of the original work is deleted
and the original price thereby reduced, the contractor
will receive a refund from the surety.

(3) Example 3 illustrates the calculation of bond
premium wst. Since the rates are subject to change

and may vary by state, the calculations are to be used
as a sample only. The Cost Engineer is responsible to
ensure the rates used are accurate and current. This
example assumes a canal excavation projat in
Temessee, to be accomplished at an estimated cost of
$2.5 million, including profit with a duration of
20 months. Referring to the Class B rate schdule in
Table D-4, Bond Rates, the premium for a
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Table D-4

Bond Ratee

1. Performance and performance-payment bond rates and lump sum and unit fixed price contracts where the stipulated time for

completion is not over 12 monthe (Bond rates may change and should be verified on an annual baais).

a. Nondaviating SAA advisory rates per $1,000 of contract value for all jurisdictions excapt South Carolina, Louisiana, Delaware,

Hawaii, and Arkansaa are as follows:

Amount of

Contract Price Class B Class A Class A-1

First $ 100,000 $25.00IM $ 15.00/M $9.401M

Next 400,000 15.00 10.00 7.20

Next 2,000,000 10.00 7.00 6.00

Next 2,500,000 7.50 5.50 5.00

Next 2,500,000 7.00 5.00 4.50

Over 7,500,000 6.50 4.50 4.00

b. Deviating ratea from companies that may or may not belong to the SAA and are dependant on competition and contractor nat

worth. The following rates per $1000 of contract value are typical of a large contractor having a preferred rata structure:

Amount of

Contract Price Class B Class A Class A-1

First $100,000 $10.00IM $7.501M S4.901M

Next 400,000 8.00 5.50 4.50

Next 2,000,000 7.00 5.00 4.10

Next 2,500,000 6.00 4.40 3.80

Next 2,500,000 5.00 3.80 3.50

over 7,500,000 4.50 3.25 2.95

2. Performance and parformanca-payment bond rates for lump sum and unit fixed price contracts where tha stipulated time for

completion is not over 24 monthe (Bond rata may change and should ba verified on an annual basis). Nondeviating SAA advisory

rates per $1,000 of contract value for South Carolina, Louisiana, Delaware, Hawaii, and Arkansaa are as followe:

Amount of

Contract Prica Clase B Class A Cless A-1

First $ 500,000 $ 14.401M $10.8OIM S7.201M

Next 2,000,000 8.70 6.72 6.00

Next 2,500,000 6.90 5.28 4.92

Next 2,500,000 6.30 4.92 4.44

Over 7,500,000 5.76 4.44 3.96
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performance-payment bond written in the full amount of
the contract price and by a nondeviating Surety
Association Company, would be calculated as follows:

Example 3- Bond premium calculation

First $ 100,000 @ $25.00/M $2,500

Next 400,000 @ 15.00/M 6,000

Next 2,000.000 @ 10.00/M 20,000

$2,500,000 28,500

Eight additional months @ 1 %/MONTH

(8 mo X 1% X $28,500) 2.280

Total premium $30,780

(4) The consent of the surety is required for
changes or extras, and premiums for the additional cost
are computed at wual rates from the date of the bond.

(5) It should be noted the surety industry has
become a state regulated industry, The SSA issues
advisory rates, but these rates may or may not be
accepted by the state involved. Therefore, actual rates
charged by surety corporations may vary from state to
sute.

(6) Table D-5, Contract Bonds Rate Classifications,
shows the various types and classes of bonds as
follows:

Table D-5

Contract Bonds Rste Classifications

Class A

Unless otherwise stated, the ratee on the preceding paga apply to contracts for furnishing and installing, or installing only, certain

services or equipment such ee the following:

Airport runways

Aluminum siding

Athletic fields

Beacon or flood lights

Burial contracte

Ceilings (metal or acoustical tile)

Certain walls (nonstructural)

Coal storage

Ducts (underground power, light,

phone)

Elevators/escalators

Glazing

Greenhouses

High-pressure power piping

Janitorial service

Machinary made to special order

Map making

Mill work

Murala

Parking areas

Planting and cultivation of land

Playgrounds and parks

Research contracts

Ski lifts

Sprinkler systems

Stone (furnishing, delivering only)

Storege tanks, metal

Tannis courts

Water carnage of freight

Water proofing (except with gunite)

Wind tunnals

(Continued)
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Table D-5 [Continued)

Clase B

Unless otherwise stated, the rates on the preceding page spply to contracts such as the following:

Airport buildings

Aqueducts

Atomic energy plants

Breakwaters

Canals and canal lining

Carpentry

Coal stripping

Commercial buildings

Concrete work

Dama

Dikes

Ditches

Docks and drydocks

Drilling contracts

Educational buildings

Electrical

Embankments

Excavation

Filling ststions

Filtering plants

Fountains

Garbage disposal plants

Gasoline cracking plants

Gas compressor stations

Gas maine end laterals

Gas piping

Golf coursas

Grain elevators

Gunite contracts

Haating syetems

Hospital buildings

Incinerators

Industrial buildings and planta

Jetties

Landscaping

Locks

Masonry

Missila installations

Nuclear reactors

Office buildings

Offshore platforms

Painting

Piers

Piling

Pipelines for water

Plastering

Plumbing

Power plants

Public improvement

Railroad roadbeds

Sand blasting

Sculptural

Sea walls

Sewage disposal plants

Sawars/septic tanks

Shipyards

Spillways

Stone

Subways

Swimming pools

Tarminals - buses

Tast borings

Tila and tarrazzo

Trensmiaaion or distribution lines

Tunnels

Underwater cables

Ventilation eyatems

Water works

Wells

Wharves

Class A-1

Unless otherwisa stated, the rates on the preceding page apply to contracts for furnishing and installing, or installing only, certain

servicas or aquipment such as tha following:

Arms

Ash convayora

Automatic stokers

Automatic talephone exchange

equipment

Automotive service contracts

Band concerts

Bird control

Boiler retubing and repair

Bookbinding

Cataloging

Coal handling machinery

Computers and data processing

equipment

Conveyors

Data processing and computer work

Doors

Dynamoe

Exterminating contracts
Fire alarm systems

Fire escapes

Flag poles

Floats

Floors

Furnishing food sarvices

Gas tanks

Generators

Grain doors, salvage and disposal

Guard rails

Heating

Incinerator operation

Insulation contracts

Kitchen equipment

Laboratory aquipment

Leasing of motor vehicles

Lightning rods

Lock gates

Mail handling machinary

Metal windows and ahutters

Mosquito control contracts

Movias

Office personnel

Organ repairs

Ornamental iron work

Parking metars
Photogrammetic work

Pipelines for oil or gas

Police eiarm systems

Projectiles

Public address and music systems

Radio towers

Radiological equipment

Recapping automobile tires

Repair of automobiles and trucks

Resmelting old metal

Rip rap stone (furnishing crnly)

Rolling stock

Scaffolding

Sidewalks

Signaling ayatems on railroads

Signs [all)

Stack rooms

Stand pipes

Street and subway lighting systems

Temporary personnel services

Thermostat equipment

Toll gates

Track Iayi ng

Traffic control systems on highwaya

Training manuals

Tree trimming and removal

Watchman and signal sarvices

Water towars

Weather stripping

Weed mowing

Window cleaning

Work and labor

X-Ray inapactions
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APPENDIX E
TYPICAL CIVIL WORKS PROJECT DEVELOPMENT
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APPENDIX F
STANDARD ESTIMATING FORMS

1. General

This appendix provides a discussion of the standard
estimating forms and a brief explanation of their use in
preparing cost estimates where the use of the MCACES
software is specifically exempted by this regulation.
These forms have been designated as a guide in the
development of a reasonable cost estimate.

2. Reasonable Contract Estimate, ENG Form
1738-R (Figure F-1 )

This form is used to summarize the total cost estimate
by tabulating the required work items and the
corresponding unit prices and lump sum amounts
developed on the detail summary sheets. The last page
of this form, or the page that shows the estimated total
cost, will include the appropriate signatures necessary to
support the type of cost estimate being prepared.

3. Reasonable Contract Estimate Detail
Summary Sheet, ENG Form 1739-R (Figure F-2)

This form is used to summarize the various direct cost
components and to allocate distributed costs in
developing the unit or lump sum prices for the various
work items being estimated. It is useful for showing
the equipment, labor, material, and supply costs for the
whole job as general information and can be used for

comparison with the records on other jobs of a similar
nature. The work item and quantity data shall be
entered in the first four columns. Mobilization and
demobilization costs and the total equipment, labor,
material, and supply costs, as determined from the
supporting Worksheets (ENG Forms 1741-R, 1741a-R,
174 lb-R, or 1741 c-R) or from the Worksheet Summary
(ENG Form 1740-R), will be entered in the appropriate
columns provided. The total distributed cost, including
bond costs and profit when appropriate, will be added
to the subtotal direct cost for each work item on a
proportional basis. The unit cost for each unit price
item will then be determined by dividing the total cost
by the quantity for that item. The adjusted unit cost
column will be used to round off the unit cost or lump
sum amounts to avoid the use of decimals. The
adjusted unit costs and amounts should be transferred to
ENG Form 1738-R or other similar type tabulation sheet.

4. Reasonable Contract Estimate Worksheet
Summary, ENG Form 1740-R (Figure F-3)

This form is usd to summarize the cost of equipment,
labor, materials, and supplies for a specific construction
task prior to transfer to the Detail Summary Sheet
(ENG Form 1739-R) for those work items which
require more than one set of worksheets.

5, Reasonable Contract Estimate Worksheets,
ENG Forms 1,741 -R, 1741 a-R, 1741 b-R, and
1741 c-R (Figures F4, F-5, F-6 and F-7)

These forms are used in developing the costs of
equipment, labor, materials, and supplies necessary to
accomplish a specific construction task. ENG Form
1741 should define the plan of operat ion for performing
the work for the specific construction task. It should
include a clear description of the scope of the
construction task and any parameters that may influence
productivity. Equipment or labor output controlling the
rate of production should be stated along with the
calculations to show the time required to perform the
work. ENG Forms 1741a-R and 174 lb-R then provide
a step-by-step procedure in developing the total
equipment, labor, materials, and supply costs to support
the construction task plan of operations described on
ENG Form 174 l-R. ENG Form 1741c-R combines the
information described on ENG Forms 174 la-R and
1741 b-R and may be used when the equipment, labor,
material, and supply requirements for the work item are
small .

6. Wage Rate Calculations, DA Form 5420-R
(Figure F-8)

This form will be used to develop the total hourly rate
for the various classifications of labor required for the
job. The “Effative Period” block on the form should
show the dates the wage rates are applicable. The basic
hourly wage rate should be a reasonable estimate of the
average wage the contractor would expect to pay during
the construction period. In an estimate for a
construction contract modification, the actual wage rates
paid by the contractor should be used if available.
Enter the number of shifts per day, hours per shift and
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days per week in the “Operational Shifts” block to
support the overtime factor used. For example, 2/8’s 5
days, indicates two 8-hour shifts per day, 5 days per
week. Details and procedures for developing the costs
for each item identified in the column headings are
described in Appendix D.
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REASONABLE CONTRACT ESTIMATE WORKSHEET
(ER 1110-2-1302)
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Figure F4.
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REASONABLE CONTRACT ESTIMATE WORKSHEET

–n=:e>i%::‘“~ SQBZWUC FQYE 6MC46FE -
—.. — —.

— ECIUIPMENT

UNIT OF EQuIPMENT SIZE H=o”f?s.[ ] ‘––RATk AMOUNT

r !—. —.. 1 I

SUB TOTAL ~ 6s0

MOnl LIZ ATl ON AND DEMOBILIZATION —

(“NOTE USE WORKING HOURS)

/
SMALL TOOLS~. OF LABOR i =

I TOTAL EQUIPMENT COST I /.943
OPERATION CRAFT NO Iiouus RATE AMOUNT

PLm CMCU m. CRANG &&&7zJR / 30 /8.s5 557
CR4UE Q/Leu I 30 /4. 33 430
L46Q@m 5 30 !2.6s ),8?$
FQREMAN _ \ 30 /3.30 3%

z CARP Afmc / 30 2/.20 h36
~ -:lti[Sutti~ totic??w 6wisHm 2 /0 17.9s 357

UR1N6 L4BoR=K .2 5h 12.6s [,417

TOTAL LABOR CCST 5674
DESCRIPTION UNIT I 0uAN71TY I PRICE AMOUNT

TOTAL MATERIALS COST L6)17G
DESCRIPTION

1
UNIT OUANTITY PRICE AMOUNT

~~~ ~CAFFDLDIMG
W.
z (SHHEE of ~Ef16L : /-~E&K] %AME 20 /.m 20
&~ ( ~4 ~ ‘4.00 /~~/Mo )

TOTAL SUPPLIES COST 20
TOTAL FOR TRANSFER TO ENG FORM 1739-R of 1740- 23,833

R E M A ~ KS (Indi,. r. by .,,cr,,k {-) p,,, e, on ,,,fn, tii.h .,, based “n qUO1.,iO”S PREPABEO BY
frO~I ,..,,.f.rt.~ers 0, 5uPDIIc*3. I “A’E3a JUL ?3 CHECKED BV

&

ENG FORM 1741c-R, MAR 94 EDITION OF NOV 81 IS OBSOLETE ~ lll&2-1302) IP,opomnt: CECW-f

Figure F-7

F-9



ER 1110-2-1302
31 Mar 94

WAGE RATE CALCULATIONS
EFFECTIVE PERIOD

For uw of ml’ form. $n TM 6400.2: th. gropo..nt .-y k USACE. QCT 42 “~Ep?z
1

‘ROJ’cT A PUM P{NG ~T@ r/oN
i OPERATIONAL SHIFTS

1/[0 - s DAYS
iSTIUATOR i CHECKED BYLOCATION

I —. I

LAEOR c

mOVERTIME

OMlc
HOURLY %OF sua-

WAGE (b)
AMT. TOTAL

RATE
(b + d)

b c d ●

CRAFT
DESCRIPTION

●

/4$331 \d 1/431/5,76

9.201 ( /4.92 1I@afz ( /,?2 /2,04/.26– /3.30

/.02//37 L26 - /2,6s

..

I 1 1

I

Figure F-8.

F-10



ER 1110-2-1302

31 Mar 94

APPENDIX G
PREPARATION OF DREDGE COST ESTIMATES

1. General

This appendix provides guidance for estimating the
dredging portion of a project. Associated work items,
such as clearing and grubbing, dike construction,
disposal area operation and maintenance, drilling and
blasting, and environmental protection, are not included
and should be estimated separately in accordance with
other parts of this regulation. Each Cost Engineer
should be aware of various techniques that have proven
to produce the most accurate results for spwific projects
in their district/MSC. All dredging estimates will be
prepared in accordance with Corps of Engineers Dredge
Estimating Programs (CEDEP) and will contain a
narrative documenting reasons for decisions and
selections made by the Cost Engineer. Figure G-1, at
the end of this appendix indicates project dimensions
and quantity of material considerations to determine pay
items.

2. Definitions

a. Allowable down time. “Allowable down time”
is “Noneffective working time” (see Noneffective
working time).

b. Allowable overdepth not dredged. “Allowable

overdepth not dredged” is the volume of “Allowable
overdepth yardage” that is estimated and will not be
dredged.

c. Allowable overdepth yardage, “Allowable
overdepth yardage” is the volume of material between
the required pay prism and the maximum pay prism.

d. CEDEP. CEDEP is the acronym for the three
Corps of Engineers Dredge Estimating Programs that
operate on microcomputers. The three programs
developed are Pipeline CEDEP, Mechanical CEDEP,
and Hopper CEDEP.

e. Dredging time. “Dredging time” is “Operating
time” plus “Allowable down time. ”

J Effective working time. “Effective working
time” is time during the dredging operation when actual

production is taking place, such as material moving
through the pipeline. “Effective working time” is
chargeable to the cost of work.

g. Gross production cost. “Gross production

cost” is the cost of dredging the gross yardage. It is
determined by multiplying the total monthly cost by the

dredging time in months and adding the fixed and

indirwt costs.

h. Gross yardage. “Gross yardage” is the “Net
pay yardage” plus the “Nonpay yardage. ”

i. Lost time. “Lost time” is downtime, which is
not operational, normally due to a lack of required
crew, major repairs and alterations, drydocking,
cessation, and collisions. “Lost time” is not chargeable
to the cost of work.

j. Maimum pay yardage. “Maximum pay
yardage” is the sum of the “Required yardage” and the
“Allowable overdepth yardage. ”

k, Net pay yardage. “Net pay yardage” is the

“Maximum pay yardage” minus the “Allowable
overdepth not dredged. ”

1. Nonallowab!e downtime. “Nonallowable
downtime” is “Lost time” (See “Lost Time”).

m. Noneffective working time. “Noneffective
working time” is time during the dredging operation
when the dredge is operational but no production is
taking place, such as making changes to pipelines,
cleaning trash from the suction head, minor operating
repairs, and moving between locations. “Noneffective
working time” is chargeable to the cost of work.

n. Nonpay yardage.

(1) “Nonpay yardage” based on excavation
mwsurement is the volume of material estimatd to be
removed from outside the maximum pay prism.

(2) “Nonpay yardage” based on fill measurement is
the volume of material that results in overfill and/or
washes away.

G-1



ER 1110-2-1302
31 Mar 94

0. Operating time. “Operating time” is the

“Effective working time” (See “Effective working

time”).

p. Percentage of e~ective working time. See
“Time efficiency. ”

q. Required yardage,

(1) “Required yardage” based on excavation
measurement is the volume of material to be removed
from within the requird pay prism.

(2) “Required yardage” based on fill measurement

is the volume of material to be placed within the pay
prism.

r. ~me eficiency. “Time efficiency” is the ratio
of the “Operating time” to the “Dredging time, ” and is
expressed as a percentage. Also known as “Percentage
of effative working time” (% of EWT).

3. Development of Dredging Estimate

It is the general policy of the Corps of Engineers that
dredging estimates be performed by Cost Engineers.

The method of development of dredging estimates, in
descending order, are as follows:

a. Historical information. The simplest and most
reliable approach for estimating production for all types
of dredges is to rely upon dredging records for the
same or similar type work performed by the same or at
least a similar dredge. The dredging records, Reports
Control Symbol ENGCW-O-13 prescribed by
ER 1125-2-304, includes the following daily dredging
reports: ENG Form 27, Report of Operations-Hopper
Dredges; ENG Form 3735, Report of Operations-
Sidwasting Dredges; ENG Form 4267, Report of
Operations-Pipeline, Dipper or Bucket Dredges. If
project conditions have changed, for example a different
horsepower or haul distance, historical production
information must be adjusted and documented for use in
the estimate. Using such adjustments is a valid method
for obtaining production rates when historical data is
not available. Some valuable sources of historical
dredging data include daily reports of operations,
operations personnel, other districts, and regional
dredge teams. Cost and pricing data may be obtained

from audits and contract modifications. Adjustments
should be made to this data reflecting current pricing

levels.

b. Similar projects, Information may be obtained
from similar projects with similar characteristics to
prepare a dredging estimate.

c. Regional dredge tecrms. The use of regional
dredge teams is recommended. Members of regional
dredge teams can be contacted for guidance on
production rates, effective times, cost data, or other
pertinent information (Appendix H).

d. A combination of the methods described, as
previously descnbd, may be used at the discretion and
judgment of the Cost Engineer.

e. Computer programs, When historical data is
not available, CEDEP may be used to compute a
production rate, or the production rate may be
computti using recognized commercially generateci
programs or industry generated programs. The Cost
Engineer should include in the estimate a complete
statement of the source(s) of computer program(s) used
in the estimate.

4. Project Overview

The Cost Engin=r should review the scope of work for
the following iterns and determine which items are
judgmental and which are factual at the time the
estimate is prepard.

a. Location of work. This information is
necessary to make a determination of availability of
historical data, plant availability, mobilization distances,
disposal areas, and restraints placed on the various
types of drdge operations.

b. Type of material to be dredged. Information
may be obtained from geotechnical investigations,
historical data of specific site or adjoining areas, site
visits, or similar projects with similar characteristics.

c. Placement area, Information should be
obtained on location, size, type, regulatory and permit
requirements.

d. Project dimensions. Project dimensions may
include such iterns as length, width, depth, and channel
alignment.
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e. Site resfricfions. This may include such items

as waterway usage, vessel traffic, as well as time,
weather, noise, and environmental restraints. Many

areas are subject to restricted dredging seasons. To
minimize environmental impacts creating scheduling
conflicts, higher costs may occur and must be

considered and documented in the cost estimate.

5. Selection of Equipment

An economical dredge shall be selected. Dredge type
and size depend mainly on availability, job duration,
type of material, exposure to the elements, disposal area
restraints, environmental restraints, and product ion
requirements. me narrative will include the rationale
used by the Cost Enginwr for equipment selection.

a. Pipeline. The term “pipeline” refers to
butterhead, suction, and dustpan dredges. Pipeline
dredges are sized by the inside diameter of the dredge
discharge flange and they are effective in dredging
densely packed materials. Although they are best suited
for low-traffic areas and sheltered waterways such as
rivers, bays, harbors, and canals, some pipeline dredges
are equipped to operate in calm to moderate SMS
offshore. Pipeline dredges lend themselves well to
shore disposal operations.

b. Hopper. Hopper dredges are sized or cIassed
by their hopper capacity. However, a particular size
dredge is actually limited by its weight carrying
capacity and the environmental restrictions of the
project. Hopper dredges operate in cycles, and they
normally cover the length of the total dredging area,
dwpening it gradually. They are the most efficient
dredge for excavating loose, unconsolidated material
and are used mainly in exposed harbors and shipping
channels where traffic and operating conditions rule out
the use of stationary dredges.

c. Mechanical. Mechanical dredges include
bucket, bucket-ladder, clamshell, and dragline dredges.
Transportation of the drdged material is made by
additional plant, tug and barge, or scow. Mechanical
dredges are classified by bucket size and are best
adapted for dredging fine-grained material. They are
the most efficient dredge for working near bridges,
docks, wharfs, piers, or breakwater structures.

d.
unusual
can not

Specialp. Some dredging projects have

conditions or unique projwt requirements that
readily utilize standard dredge plant. There are

G-3

a variety of specialized dredge plant which must be
considered under these circumstances.

6. Production

In calculating production rates for dredging, effective
time is commonly used. Lost time due to major repairs
and alteration, c~sation, and collisions is not used in
dredging time calculations. All dredging projwts will
be intimated using the approved CEDEP software.
Whenever possible, the production rate used in CEDEP
should be based on historical data. When historical
data is not available, the sequence described in
paragraph 3, this appendix, shall be used.

a. Pipeline. Production is determined by the
pumping rate and the effective time.

(1) Pumping rate is affected by items such as water
depth, density of material, distance discharged,
available horsepower, bank height, wave climate,
disposal area restraints, environmental restraints, and
dredge configuration, such as spud carriage, ladder
pump, degassers, and hoffa valve.

(2) The effective time is affected by items such as
weather, handling pipeline, moving swing wires, minor
operating repairs, vessel traffic, repositioning the ‘
dredge, and surveys,

b. Hopper, Hopper dredge production is best
evaluatd in terms of its cycle components and the
effective time.

(1) The hopper dredge cycle consists of excavation
time, transport time, and disposal time. Excavation
time per load may be limited to pumping to overflow
only, due to environmental concerns, or may be
continued beyond overflow to obtain an economic or a
maximum load. Transport time may be affected by
items such as ship traffic, weather, distance, and tides.
Disposal consists of either gravity dumping or pumping
out the material. The time required to gravity dump the
material in open water depends on the type of material
and the dredge. If the material is pumpd out, the time

b=omes a function of pump size, discharge diameter,
and pipeline length, similar to a pipeline dredge. The
number of cubic yards per load depends on the hopper
size, the dredge’s load carrying capability, type and
characteristics of material, distance to the placement
area, and environmental concerns.
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(2) The effective time is affwted by iterns such as
vessel traffic, minor operating repairs, and refueling.

c. Mechanical. To determine mechanical dredge
production, the Cost Engineer must calculate both a
dredge excavation cycle time and a haul cycle time.
Effective time is considered separately for each cycle.

me longer of these two cycle times determinw the”
production rate. When the haul cycle time is longer
than the dredge excavation time, the dredge is sitting
idle while waiting on scows. Normally, when this
occurs, the number of scows required is increased to
achieve the most efficient cost.

(1) The dredge excavation cycle consists of
excavating the material and loading scows. This cycle
is affected by items such as bucket size, type of
material, operator efficiency, and size of dredge.
Effective time is affected by items such as weather,
vessel traffic, repositioning of dredge, and minor
operating repairs.

(2) The haul cycle consists of transport time and
disposal time. This cycle is affected by the size, type,
and number of scows available, as well as the size,
type, and number of towing vessels available. Effective
time is affwted by items such as weather, vessel traffic,
and minor operating repairs.

d. Specialfy. The Cost Engineer will have to
investigate in detail the method, equipment, and
expected production on a case-by-case basis.

7. Monthly Costs

The monthly costs for all types of dredges are based on
labor, equipment, and other monthly costs.

a. Labor costs consist of wages, fringe benefits,
taxes, and insurance. Labor consists of personnel
necessary for the operation of the drdge, attendant
plant and equipment with required supervision, and
shore personnel used for the dredging work.

b. Equipment costs consist of ownership costs and
operating costs. Costs for dredge plant will be based
on historical data. In the absence of valid historical
data, the CEDEP will be the basis for cost of dredge
plant. Other equipment costs shall be obtained from
EP 1110-1-8.

c. Other monthly costs are to be determined by
the Cost Enginwr. These may include such things as
surveys, environmental monitoring, and navigation aids.

8. Fixed Costs

The fixed costs for all types of dredges are project
specific. They are one-time costs for the project that
are not included elsewhere.

9. Pay Items

a. Mobilization and demobilization. The cost

estimate for this item consists of the following:

(1) Preparing dredge and attendant plant for
transfer. Costa incurred may consist of such items as
preparing laid up equipment for use, reinsp~tion, and
stocking equipment and supplies.

(2) Mobilization transfer costs. ~Is item includes
the cost to move all plant and quipment and the return
of the tug or towing vessels(s).

(3) Preparing the plant for work. This item

includes all preparation costs which are incurred to set
up the equipment to start work, assemble, and place
discharge line and boosters.

(4) Construction support site. Establishing a work
yard at or near projwt site may be necessary and is a
part of mobilization cost.

(5) Demobilize plant. T’his item includ~ preparing
the dredge and attendant plant for transfer,

(6) Demobilization transfer costs. This item is
similar to mobilization transfer costs. Mobilization and
demobilization distances may not necessarily be the
same. Reasons for using different distances must be
documented.

(7) Prepare plant for lay-up. This item includes all
costs to =ure machinery and equipment for storage.

(8) Indirect costs. Indirect costs must be included
in the mobilization and demobilization pay item. They
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should be the same as those used for the dredging pay
item<

b. Dredging. Pay for unit price contracts may be

based on volume, area, time, scow or bin mwure, or
lump sum as d~cribed in ER 1130-2-307. To determine
the unit cost of dredging, divide the gross production cost
by the number of pay units.

(1) Pipeline dredge gross production costs consist of
costs associated with dredging time and are not separated
by elements of work.

ER 1110-2-1302
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(2) Hopper dredge and mechanical dredge gross

production costs consist of costs associated with
excavation time, transportation time, and disposal time.

(3) Specialty dredging gross production costs will be
determined on a case-by-case basis.

c. Total dredging cost includes mobilimtion and
demobilization cost plus dredging cost, previously
discussed in paragraphs 9a and 9b, respectively.
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APPENDIX H
REGIONAL DREDGE TEAMS

East Coast: North Atlantic Division
Chairman, CENAD-CO-OP-N
Tel: (212) 264-7535

Geographic Boundary: Miami, north
along Atlantic Coast, including

Puerto Rico

West Coast: Sattle District
Chairman, CENPS-OP-NP
Tel: (206) 764-3400
Gagraphic Boundary: Pacific Coast,
Alaska to Mexico, including Hawaii

Gulf Coast: New Orleans District
Chairman, CELMN-ED-C
Tel: (504) 862-2726
Gmgraphic Boundary: Miami to
Mexico and lower Mississippi River
and tributaries (St. huis to New
Orleans)

Great Lakes: Detroit District
Chairman, CENCE-ED-C
Tel: (313) 226-6793
Geographic Boundary: 5 Lakes,
upper Mississippi River and tribu-
taries (St. Louis North)
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